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WARNING: 
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DIALOGUE * A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


We'll Take a Cup o Kindness Yet 


The Gipper would have been 100 on February 6. 
While one never will forget his refusal to acknowl- 
edge the existence of AIDS (or his handling of other 
political decisions), facets of his personality bear ex- 
amining in these bitter and divisive times. 

President Ronald Regan was an actor. He knew 
how to play to the crowd—and straight out play the 
crowd. He also was able to be less partisan and more 
willing to accept less than 100 percent, while ceding the limelight to 
others on occasion, as was noted in the February 7 issue of Time Mag- 
azine. 

For Regan's 100th, Time pulled out all the stops: among others, a 
feature by Richard Norton Smith, director of five presidential librar- 
ies, including Reagan's; and a reminiscence by Reagan's oftentimes- 
estranged daughter, Patti Davis. 

Admittedly, in none of the pieces was the AIDS elephant, Reagan's 
fatal silence on the epidemic, placed in the room, but here, I'm inter- 
ested in the positive things one can glean—my way of looking for the 
pony instead of the elephant. 

Not for nothing was Regan known as the *Great Communicator." 
His humor showed a keener understanding of the way things are 


than he often was given credit for, as when he remarked, *Our right 
hand doesn't know what our far right hand is doing." 

Wounded by John Hinckley's bullet during an assassination at- 
tempt in 1981, Regan arrived at the hospital to find a multitude of 
doctors gathered by chance that day for a meeting. Though gravely 
injured, he eyed them, and cracked, “I hope they're all Republicans." 
His grace (and wit) under fire resonated with the American people. 

Reagan is described as being modest, and, while pursuing his own 
goals, not insistent on having all the glory. Smith cites the plaque on Rea- 
gan's presidential desk that read: "There is no limit to what a man can 
do, or where he can go, if he doesn't mind who gets the credit." Reagan 
joked he'd been upstaged for years in Hollywood by scene-grabbers. 

Bravery, optimism, and humor—along with a penchant for story- 
telling that individualizes and connects, instead of didacticism and 
vituperation that divide—drew the loyalty of Americans who see It’s 
a Wonderful Life as exemplifying what the little person can do when 
the chips are down. 

Optimism and a sunny nature don't ensure the best political, busi- 
ness, or social decisions, but they beat polarization, partisanship, and 
downright meanness. 

Speak kindly, and carry a well-crafted script. E.B. BOATNER 
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(AND HOW THEY AFFECT BOTH BUYERS & SELLERS) 


"Short sale" is one of the most misunderstood terms in the real estate industry. 
Whether you are a buyer looking for a bargain or a seller looking to get out from 
under a troubling loan situation, it pays to understand what short sales represent. 


To order this FREE report email Joe € DRGMpls.com 
or call 855.777.7255 ext: 104 today. 


DowntownlVipisLiving.com 
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LETTERS 


Kudos to Lavender 

I haven't written to Lavender previ- 
ously. However, I have been reading Lav- 
ender for many years. Kudos to all of the 
Lavender staff and contributors over the 
years for an excellent LGBT magazine. I 
have enjoyed reading each edition from 
cover to cover. 

I’m writing today to express my appre- 
ciation for the article on couples [by E.B. 
Boatner, “Getting to the Heart of the Mat- 
ter,” Lavender, Jan. 27]. I enjoyed the ar- 
ticle very much, and encourage you to do 
more articles like this one. I like to hear 
the stories of local people. 


Thank you! 
ROY SWANDER 


Thanks for Valentine’s Day Article 

I wanted to take a moment to say a huge 
thanks for the fine article [by E.B. Boatner, 
“Getting to the Heart of the Matter,” Lav- 
ender, Jan. 27]. In a world where we con- 
stantly hear about “PNP” and “hookups,” it 
is very nice to read this type of story. 

I hope that we might see more stories 
like this. It is refreshing and wonderful to 
see people who are committed and love 
each other even when times are rough. 


Thank you so much! 
TIM MARBURGER 


Fierce Love Article Bridges Com- 
munities 

Thanks times a million. The article 
[^Tongues Untied Reprises Fierce Love 
for Black History Month,” Lavender, 
Feb. 10] looks amazing. This is how we 
do outreach, and this article will do more 
than promote the play. It has the power to 
truly bridge our communities, and allow 
isolated black LGBT folks to know that 
there is a community out there for them. 


I cannot thank you enough! 
JASON JACKSON 


Letters are subject to editing for grammar, punc- 
tuation, space, and libel. They should be no more 
than 300 words. Letters must include name, ad- 
dress, and phone number. Unsigned letters will not 
be published. Priority will be given to letters that 
refer to material previously published in Lavender 
Magazine. Submit letters to Lavender Magazine, 
Letters to the Editor, 3715 Chicago Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55407; or e-mail «editor(dlaven 
dermagazine.com>. 
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Sound advice—for an uncertain market. 


The right partnership can give you one of the most powerful tools in investing 
today—confidence. Your UBS Financial Advisor, backed by world-class research 

and resources, will work with you to create your plan that offers clear direction 

and relevant advice. Because in order to rebuild confidence in today's unpredictable 
marketplace, you need to surround yourself with a team you can count on. 


` Advice you can trust starts with a conversation. 
Gregory Foster, Vice President-Investments 

| 681 East Lake Street, Wayzata, MN 55391 

h 


952-475-9436 800-627-2463 
greg.foster@ubs.com — ubs.com/fa/gregfoster 
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GRITY EXPERIENCE — RESULTS 
JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. е Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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DIALOGUE $ QUEER AS FOLKS 


BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


Max’s Moves to New Location 


' MAX'S RECENTLY moved to 3826 Grand Way, in the Shops at 
! Excelsior & Grand, St. Louis Park, just across the courtyard from its 
i former location. The phone remains the same: (952) 922-8364. 


Í >> Max's is known for beautiful jewelry, home decor items, a wide 
i variety of chocolates, and more. For more information, visit <www. 
' StyleByMax.com>. 

Ш Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


Winter Walk Day of Events 


i ON MARCH 5, Rainbow Health Initiative and Pounds-4-Pride are 
hosting a Winter Walk Day of Events at Loring Park Community Arts 
| Center, 1382 Willow Street, Minneapolis. They include a fitness 

' >> class (3:30-4:30 PM); a meet and greet social (4:30-6 PM); and 

a 5k luminary winter walk around Loring Park (6-/ PM). For more 

| information, visit <www.rainbowhealth.org>. 
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custom design build 


www.pridetalentacq.com PIA 
remodels, additions, custom renovations 
61 2-234-1 782 { for a free estimate: 763.441.4488 i 
A certified LGBT Business Enterprise www.chubaco.com дош 
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Let S.T.A.R.T. make 
SAVING easy for you. 


Savings Today And Rewards Tomorrow" 


You have overcome so many obstacles and 
accomplished so much. In comparison, saving 
is simple. S.T.A.R.T. is a savings program from 
U.S. Bank that can help make saving money 
easy and rewarding! 


S.T.A.R.T. today at U.S. Bank, or call 
800-720-BANK (2265). 


All of [TG serving your 


us bank 
usbank.com/START 


Enrollment is required. A qualifying transfer from your Package Checking account to your Package Money Market 
Savings account must be scheduled and maintained. You must open and/or maintain an active U.S. Bank Package, 
including a Silver, Gold or Platinum Checking account AND a Money Market Savings account. A minimum deposit 
of $50 is required to open a Checking account and a minimum of $25 is required to open a Money Market Savings 
account. All regular account opening procedures apply. Certain conditions apply to U.S. Bank Packages. Credit 
products are subject to normal credit qualifications and approvals. Other conditions and restrictions may apply. 
Program is subject to change. See the S.T.A.R.T. Program Agreement for detailed information. The U.S. Bank 


Rewards Visa Card cannot be reloaded with additional funds, nor can it be used at an ATM. Terms and conditions 
apply and fees may apply to Rewards Cards. For complete terms and conditions, see the “U.S. Bank Rewards Visa 
Card Agreement” available at www.myusbankcorporaterewards.com. Deposit Products offered by U.S. Bank, N.A. 
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COVER FEATURE $ 


MINNEAPOLIS 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


HOME 


& GARDEN SHOW 


FEATURES DIVINE DESIGN 


CELEBRITY EXPERT 


Interview with Andrew Downward 


lis Home & Garden Show reprises March 2-6. It 
e and garden enthusiasts opportunities to meet 
eir favorite HGTV personalities, as well as to immerse 
elves in the latest trends in landscaping, home design, 
corating displayed by some 700 exhibitors. On March 3, 
n the Lavender Lounge, a First Thursdays event. 

year's Celebrity Expert lineup includes a number who 
lize in a variety of everything from design to paint color 
on. Taniya Nayak (Designed to Sell), Christopher Straub 
t Runway), and international designer Jean-Michel Gau- 
ill make special appearances, providing tips, tricks, and 
on various topics. 


An outstanding feature is the Idea Home, 
an extreme green, energy-efficient house 
that puts a new interpretation on a classic 
style. The 1,600-square-foot domicile takes a 


holistic approach to the green movement by 
using materials and initiatives in all aspects 
of the building, such as structural insulated 
panels (SIPs), which help houses retain and 


maintain the desired temperature. The home 
was built by EPS Buildings, designed by Do- 
main, furnished by Design within Reach, 
and landscaped by Mom's. 

But even the greenest home needs add- 
ed input from the color spectrum. Celebrity 
Expert Andrew Downward, painter and col- 
or coordinator on HGTV's Divine Design, 
is one of North America's most recognized 
paint specialists. He, too, will be meeting 
with the public to share painting tips and 
suggestions for attendees at all levels of 
painting expertise during his presentations 
March 3-4. 

Recently, Lavender interviewed Down- 
ward about the infinite applications of paint 
in our lives, and he answered some colorful 
questions for our readers. 


Just as everyone who has an iPhone 
these days is a photographer, so every- 
one figures that painting is just a matter 
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COVER FEATURE $ 


Celebrity Expert Andrew Downward, painter and color 
coordinator on HGTV's Divine Design, is one of North 
America's most recognized paint specialists. 


of picking up a brush and a can of latex. 
What would you say about the need for 
some instruction in this area? 

Well, they are right in one sense: They 
will need a brush and paint! The tricky part 
is what needs to happen before the paint 
goes on the wall. For instance, what steps 
are required to prepare the surface for 
paint? What color and sheen is right for your 
room? How can you add drama and effect to 
complement the color you have chosen? Fi- 
nally, what products and tools will be needed 
to complete the job successfully? Now, that 
takes some instruction. If you know the an- 
swer to all these questions, go for it. If not, 
ГЇЇ see you at the show! 


What will you be showing Twin Cit- 
ians at the upcoming Home & Garden 
Show? Will you have demonstrations, 
films, hands-on? 

In an action-packed hour, this Torontonian 
will be demonstrating to Twin Citians the 
steps needed to apply a perfect paint job, how 
to choose a color that is right for you, and how 
to add drama to any space. Is it just me, or did 
that sound like a Star Trek episode? 


From what I’ve read, you took to pig- 
ments at an early age. Can you tell us a 
bit about your love of color? 


My grandfather was an artist. As a young 
lad, I used to visit him, and he would let my 
brother, sisters, and me make our own paint- 
ings. He taught us how to mix color, and how 
to apply paint to get different effects. From 
this, a love for color was born, but more than 
this, a love of painting. 


Is the physicality of painting part of 
the pleasure? 

No. There is only one thing I can think 
of where the “physicality” is part of the plea- 
sure, and it is definitely not painting! 


When you contemplate a space, how 
do you feel it? What goes into choosing 


colors or textures? 

I actually spend less time feeling out the 
space, and more time feeling out—not up— 
the client. In my shows, I tell the audience 
that when choosing a color for their walls, 
first take a look in your closet. Your closet is 
a great reference when choosing color, be- 
cause it can show you quickly what types of 
colors you are drawn to. 


What’s the most fun/interesting part 
of being a TV personality—of having the 
chance to influence so many others with 
your own aesthetic sensibilities? 

The most interesting part of being a TV 
personality is getting out and meeting the 
people who really enjoyed the show. Work- 
ing on a show like Divine Design is a grind. 
I was in on a Thursday night and out on the 
Sunday, just to start over again the following 
Thursday. There was little time for reflection, 
so coming out and presenting at home shows 
across the United States reminds me that the 
work we did on the show was appreciated and 
enjoyed. It’s a great feeling. As far as being an 
influence, my only interest really is to empow- 
er people to do the work themselves. At the 
end of my shows, I hope that the audience has 
a greater understanding of the painting pro- 
cess, and a sense that they can paint, choose 
their own colors, and add drama to their space 
just by following a few simple steps. 


How would you describe your own 
home: style, color. What aspects of your 
“tips to others” have you incorporated 
in your own surroundings? 

I have six children, so I would describe 
my own home as chaos! In terms of my color 
pallet, however, it is based in the deep neu- 
trals, leaning towards the browns. A great 
tip when using neutrals in your home is to 
add splashes of red wherever you can. An- 
other tip is to add drama to a neutral room by 
creating a focus/accent wall using a comple- 
mentary color such as gold. I applied a gold 
striae on a deep brown wall with excellent 
result. The only problem was, it wasn’t long 


before my 4-year-old decided to experiment 
with markers. Hey, it’s only paint—at least 
that’s what I keep telling my therapist. 


Color is not an isolated “thing”—it 
affects mood and other biological func- 
tions. If a client shows you their space, 
and says, for example, that they “like 
blues” or whatever shade, what would 
you show them in their surroundings 
(angle of light, outdoor landscaping, and 
so forth) that might change (or strength- 
en) their desire for that color? 

Agreed, color affects the mood of a space 
a great deal. If a client shows me a space, and 
tells me they like blues, what I usually find 
is they have anchored their room to comple- 
ment this pallet. For instance, they have cho- 
sen furniture, draperies, and accents that 
complement this color. If they haven't, it’s 
time to be gentle but firm, and make color 
suggestions that will complement the room. 


What else would you like to tell Lav- 
ender readers about your show, your 
work, colors, and paints before they 
come see you at the show? 

I would like to tell Lavender readers that 
one ofthe best parts of my show, and the one 
I enjoy the most, is the question-and-answer 
period. I try to get to everyone's questions 
during this time, but will often continue 
speaking to audience members well past my 
presentation time. Also, I am really looking 
forward to visiting the Twin Cities. I have 
heard nothing but great things about the 
show, the people, and the city. Hope to see 
you all there! m 


Minneapolis Home & Garden Show 
Mar. 2-6 

Minneapolis Convention Center 
1301 2nd Ave. S., Mpls. 
www.HomeandGardenShow.com 


Lavender Lounge 

First Thursday 

Mar. 3 e 5:30-8 PM 
LavenderMagazine.com/firstthursdays 
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bring fresh ideas home 


Thousands of NEW products, services and ideas for your home! 


MINNEAPOLIS HOME & GARDEN SHOW 
MARCH 2-6 * MINNEAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER 


The Idea Home presented by Energy Panel Structures; 
Designed by Domain Architecture & Design; Fully 
landscaped by Mom's Landscaping & Design — Step inside 
this unique home completely built by energy panels and learn 
the latest trends for energy efficiency for your home. As you 
tour the home you will see innovative landscaping, design, 
home furnishing, kitchen appliances and more! 


Explore the Glorious Music-Themed Feature Gardens, 
presented by Star Tribune — Be fascinated by one of the 
nation’s most renowned garden and landscaping exhibits. 
Created by top local landscapers and garden centers. New 
this year, the stunning gardens are themed to classic songs 
like Margaritaville, Imagine and more! Be sure to cast your 
vote for the People’s Choice Award. 


Learn Helpful Tips from Taniya Nayak of 
HGTV's Designed To Sell, sponsored by 
Mohawk — As a Designer on Designed to 
Sell, one of HGTV's hit shows, Taniya has 
experience with creating unique spaces on 
a limited budget. Plus hear behind the 
scenes stories from the show! 


Taniya Nayak 


Meet Andrew Downward of HGTV's 
Divine Design — As the painter and color 
coordinator on HGTV's Divine Design, 
Andrew has become one of North America's 
most recognized paint specialists. He will 
share painting tips and tricks during his 
presentations for any level of painter! 


Andrew 
Downward 


Kitchen Stage, presented by ALL Incorporated 

This always popular stage features valuable cooking 
demonstrations, quick and easy family meals, and the 
fan-favorite celebrity cooking contest with your favorite local 
personalities. Register to win a $5,000 Kitchen prize given 
away each day at the show! Register at the show or online 
at homeandgardenshow.com. 


Meet International Designer Jean-Michel Gauvreau 

After an extensive search, Gauvreau has gathered an elite 
selection of hot new products that will be on display at the 
Show. Gauvreau, of Montreal, has been recognized as one of 
Canada's hottest interior and product designers. 


And Much More! 


For the complete stage schedule visit HomeandGardenShow.com * Satisfaction Guaranteed! Visit the show website for more details. 


n 
\\ 


) 2 
<> 
/ “| 
y 
/ 
( 


ЖЕ 
1 


СОМІМС 5ООМ 


(s "The chance to shop, compare and save, plus get great new 
ideas — all under one roof — is more important now than ever!" 


Children Ages 6-12 - $4 


— Ty Pennington, Spokesperson for Marketplace Events 


SHOW DATES Wednesday March 2 Noon - 9pm TICKET PRICES: 
AND TIMES Thursday March 3 10am - 9pm Adults - $13 
Friday March 4 10am - 9pm 
Saturday March 5 9am - 10pm 5 and under - FREE 
Sunday March 6 9am - 6pm 


Adult admissions only. Not valid with other offers. 


HomeandGardenShow.com 


HOME & 
GARDEN 
SHOW 
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COUPLES 
RAVE ABOUT 
REMODELING 


Lander-Broton kitchen after. 


You've planned, thought, dreamed about remodeling. It's time to 
pick the team to build those dreams. How? Why? Who? 
| Tim Lander and Jay Broton chose Vujovich Design Build to reno- 
| vate their historic South Minneapolis home іп 2008, 
| Speaking for the couple, Lander says, “Their reputation for quality, 
and realistic appraisals of time and cost, were what initially sold me 
on Vujovich. Plus, their name is cool.” 
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Don Untiedt and Jim McKee had made 
the same choice in 2007 for their first home. 
Speaking for the couple, Untiedt notes, 
“We wanted to do business with gay-support- 
ive businesses, and we had seen ads for Vu- 


jovich in Lavender from time to time.” 

Ed Roskowinski, Owner and General Man- 
ager of Vujovich, observes, “Oftentimes, our 
clients come to us with things about their home 


that are not working. Maybe they've collected 
photos or magazine clippings of some spaces 
that speak to them. Our job is to help them dig 
deeper—to explore how their home functions, 
and how it could function much better. 
“Where do you park, and enter the home 
each day? How many steps is it from the car 
to the kitchen counter while carrying gro- 
ceries? Are you right or left-handed? > 


Renovated Kitchen: (from left) Chris McGuire, Vujovich 
Project Manager; Beth Malmberg, Vujovich Sales and Design 
Director; Tim Lander and Jay Borton. 


Lander-Broton home details: (Above) Eastlake Lily floral 
design; (Below) Mother-of-pearl light button switch is actually 
a modern dimmer. 


Photos by Vujovich Design Build, Inc. 
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Do both of you get ready for work at the 
same time or at different times?” 

Lander recalls, “We knew we wanted 
a two-car garage, and we knew that after 
building said garage, it would be challeng- 
ing to do future renovations—especially an 
addition. Long story short, we concluded it 
would make more sense to renovate our en- 
tire home at the same time.” 

Untiedt and McKee, on the other hand, 
bought a spot overlooking Schmidt Lake, ac- 
cording to the former, “primarily for garden- 
ing potential on the three-quarter-acre land- 
scaped lot. We wanted room for our desired 


hm á ee] 
Untiedt-McKee master bath. 


150 roses and new perennial gardens. We 
decided we wanted to build two koi ponds." 

'The ensuing project required 60 tons of 
rock, plus the construction of eight terraces, 
three bridges, three hidden waterfalls, multi- 
ple flower gardens, a bog pond, and a beach— 
and koi ponds. Having created "der Serenity- 
garten-Platz” (Serenity Garden Place), they 
were ready for Vujovich to tackle the house. 

Lander and Broton underwent a total make- 
over, while Untiedt and McKee reworked their 
master bath. But no renovation is small when 
it's your home, and the result is more than the 
sum of lath and plaster involved. 


Lander states, “The most important thing 
that Vujovich offered was communication 
and reassurance. I mean, let's face it: The 
biggest fears anyone has when beginning a 
major remodel are cost overruns, the ability 
to finish the project on time and on budget, 
and not ending up in bankruptcy court! Un- 
beknownst to us, we had decided to embark 
on this project at the beginning of the great- 
est economic crisis in US history since the 
Great Depression. Things could have defi- 
nitely come out very badly indeed. But Vujo- 
vich was with us every step of the way." 

Roskowinski assures, “It's not about H> 
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getting-in, getting-paid, and getting-out. It's 
about spending the time to get to know our 
clients, listening to their hopes and desires, 
and working together to create the best plan 
for them and for their home. Interaction is 
typically several times each week during 
the design process, nearly every day during 
construction, and once every month or so 
after the project is complete. We're talking 
about real long-term relationships here." 

Lander and Broton thought in broad 
strokes, as the former recounts, “Jay want- 
ed a two-car garage and a nicer garden. I 
wanted a gourmet kitchen. We both wanted 
a first-floor bathroom for guests. Other than 
that, we didn’t have a great deal of needs or 
wants except to preserve the historic charac- 
ter of our home. Oh, yeah, and a fireplace—I 
wanted a fireplace. We got two—love ’em!” 

Vujovich retained and restored the 
home’s beautiful, warm-hued, handcrafted 
woodwork, paying minute attention to de- 
tail. It extended the Eastlake Lily floral mo- 
tif, seen on the newel post of the main level 
landing, into the newly-constructed wood 
and hardware. It installed replica mother-of- 
pearl light-button switches that are actually 
modern dimmers. 

The amount of life-disruption varies with 
the magnitude of the construction. Untiedt 
and McKee’s renovation focused primarily 
on the master bath. 

Untiedt shares that while the work itself 
took four months, “We only missed sleep- 
ing in the bedroom one night. This likely 
happened because of the excellent planning 
that took place over a three-month period.” 

Lander points out, “Jay and I were able to 
rent the first floor of the duplex right next 
door. Since our house had only one bath- 
room, which was getting a partial demoli- 
tion, and we were doing a complete home 
renovation—walls, floors, ceilings, and a 
first-floor and basement addition—there 
was no way we could have lived in the home 
during any of the work.” 

Inevitably, given the laws of physics, 
Murphy, and local zoning, problems did 
arise in both projects. 

Untiedt comments, “Our largest worry 
was moving the new granite counter and its 
two new sinks and faucets without damaging 
our first expensive home improvement [pre- 
Vujovich]. While we were told that there 
could be no guarantee, the Vujovich team as- 
sured us they would take every precaution 


Untiedt-McKee remodeled master bath. 


not to damage them—and that they did. 

“We were told in the original Vujovich 
proposal that the remodeled bath-spa would 
be enhanced by installing a large elliptical 
dome and cove lighting. But the question 
came up: Would it be safe for the roof? Vu- 
jovich was quick to call in a structural en- 
gineer who suggested the necessary modi- 
fications. This remarkable change gave us 
both indirect light and the opportunity to 
use one of our old brass chandeliers that 
was hanging in the basement.” 

Lander remarks, “We had two major 
glitches with the building code. The first in- 
volved the 15-foot addition to the rear of our 
house. It turns out that our existing house 
was not built entirely square in its relation 
to the property lines. When you add 15 feet 
of additional wall to the back of our house, it 
encroaches upon our neighbor’s property. 
As a result, we were required to petition 
our neighborhood zoning authority as well 
as the Minneapolis Zoning Board for a vari- 
ance. Vujovich came to our neighborhood 
as well as the city’s zoning board hearing to 
support our petition. Our petition prevailed, 
though it was actually a bit of a close call. 

“The second gotcha occurred when we 
were notified by Vujovich a few days be- 
fore construction was to begin that a recent 
change to the building code required that we 
install a $5,000 egress window in our base- 


ment. This incident nearly scuttled the en- 
tire project. However, the team at Vujovich 
accepted complete responsibility for this 
oversight of the building code change, and 
installed the window as required—gratis." 

How do homeowners weather remodel- 
ing without the experience turning into a 
Survivor finale? 

Lander muses, “I don’t know. We were 
pretty close before the project. I do know, 
however, that we both love our home. We love 
spending time in our home alone and togeth- 
er. And the remodel represents something 
that we have created together, and will share 
with each other for many years to come.” 

Untiedt feels that the project “helped us 
in identifying our needs and priorities. It 
enhanced our ability to draw out the best in 
each other. We are proud of our home and 
the work that the Vujovich team did. 

“About a year after our work was com- 
pleted, Vujovich invited us to have a party, so 
that our friends could enjoy the project with 
us. Well over a hundred people came. One 
word seems to summarize how our guests 
saw the remodel: Superb!” E.B. BOATNER 


Vujovich Design Build 
International Market Square 
275 Market St., Ste. 251, Mpls. 
(612) 338-2020 
www.vujovich.com 
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CREATING 
CHANGE 
CONFERENCE 


Photos by Sophia Hantzes 
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Qwest’ helps make that happen by bringing you the best in TV Internet 
and Phone service. 


Get the best bundle from Qwest: 


(ЕЛ) DIRECTV? service through Qwest 


Qwest Fiber-optic fast Internet 


Available only in select areas 


Qwest Unlimited Nationwide calling 


Call | 888.923.6625 


Click | qwest.com 
Qwes ra 


Visit | For locations near you, call 877.567.1717 


DIRECTV. 


SATELLITE TELEVISION 


Internet: Fiber-optic service exists from the neighborhood terminal to the Internet. Internet service requires compatible modem. DIRECTV: DIRECTV service provided by DIRECT V. Receipt 
of DIRECTV programming subject to DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided at directv.com/legal and in first bill. DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo are registered trademarks of 
DIRECTV, Inc. Restrictions apply. Call for details. Copyright © 2010 Qwest. All Rights Reserved. 
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Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


The Susan J. Hyde Activism 
Award for Longevity in the 
Movement: Kylar W. Broadus 


(From left) 

Sue Hyde, Director, The National 
Conference on LGBT Equality; 
Kylar W. Broadus; Rea Carey, Ex- 
ecutive Director, National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force. 
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The Sage Advocacy Award for Excel- 
lence in Leadership on Aging Issues: 
PFund Foundation. 


(From left) 

Robert Espinoza, Senior Director, Policy & 
Communications, Services & Advocacy for 
GLBT Elders (SAGE); Susan Raffo, Executive 
Director, Pfund Foundation; Kate Eubank, Ex- 
ecutive Director, Pfund Foundation; Rea Carey 
Executive Director, National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force. 


photo by Soph 


The Paul A. Anderson Award for 
Youth Leadership: Alyssa Veil. 


(From left) 

Sue Hyde, Director The National Confer- 
ence on LGBT Equality; Scott Skywalker 
Frost, Executive Office Board Liaison, 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force; Al- 
yssa Veil, Senior, Blake School, Hopkins, 
Minnesota; Rea Carey, Executive Director, 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 


wwwrainbowhealth.org/photocontest 
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FREEDOM 
TO MARRY 
DAY RALLY 


February 11 
Minnesota State Capitol 
St. Paul 


Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


CLOUTIER & BRANDL»a. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 


Auto Accidents * Criminal Defense 
Family/Divorce/Custody • Domestic Partnerships 


Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination 


Wills & Trusts * Bankruptcy 


Elizabeth Cloutier No 


PFLAG Member Rainbow Families Member 


612.332.5100 


www.cb-lawyers.com 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 510, Minneapolis, MN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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MONDAY 


LAVENDER 
NIGHT 


free bowling 
free rental shoes 
minimum 5 people per lane 


happy hour food and 
beverage 


reservations accepted 
(upon reservation please 
mention Lavender) 


park tavern 


3401 Louisiana Avenue South 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 
Phone (952)929-6810 
www.ParkTavern.net 


Why cant HIV 
be cured? 


Researchers from the Division 

of Infectious Diseases at the 
University of Minnesota are 
looking for HIV+ and HIV- people 
to participate in research studies. 


The aim of these studies is to 
find out why HIV persists and 
can't be cured with HIV drugs. 


You do not need to be on HIV 
drugs to qualify. 


Several opportunities are 
available and depending upon 
the study, you may be started 
on HIV drugs or your current 
drug regimen may be adjusted. 
Compensation and time 
requirements vary based on the 
study for which you may qualify. 


If you are interested in participating, have any questions, or would like more 
information about current studies, visit www.hiv.umn.edu or call 612-625-7472 


® 


{ UNIVERSITY 
OF MINNESOTA 
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MATTHEW SHEPARD 


FOUNDATION HOSTS BEAR 


TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


ON THE ROAD 


Congressman Tim Walz Will Receive 
Making a Difference Award 


n her book The Meaning of Matthew: 
My Son’s Murder in Laramie, and a 
World Transformed, Judy Shepard de- 
scribed a crowd of 600 that gathered 
in Laramie, Wyoming, for a candle- 
light vigil on the eve of the jury selection in 
the trial of one of the killers of her son, who 
had succumbed after a savage beating almost 
exactly a year before, on October 12, 1998. 

A tribute concert by Peter, Paul and Mary 
also took place. Before the concert, Peter Yar- 
row of the trio described how he had visited 
the wooden fence where 21-year-old Shepard 
had been tied, beaten, and left to die. 

When Yarrow arrived at the fence, Judy 
Shepard related in the book, “He probably 
saw 150 teddy bears left there by two young 
men who had hiked the 80-mile journey from 
Fort Collins to Laramie and back again to 
bring the bears (each of which represented 
a different hate-crime victim) and leave them 
at the fence.” 

In the wake of the murder and trials, hun- 
dreds more teddy bears were created and 
donated to the family in Shepard’s memory. 
Displayed at The Dancing Bear Museum and 
Folk Center in Thermopolis, Wyoming, they 
are used to educate school children about 
diversity. In like manner, they are a tangible 
reminder of the national and international 
response to a hate crime that shook our na- 
tion, and resonated with children and adults 
around the world. 

Dennis and Judy Shepard created the 
Matthew Shepard Foundation to honor 
their son in a manner appropriate to his 
dreams, beliefs, and aspirations. Its aim is 
to “Replace Hate with Understanding, Com- 
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Judy Shepard. Photos Courtesy of Matthew Shepard Foundation. 


passion and Acceptance.” 

In 2002, a group in Denver established 
a benefit for the foundation in which promi- 
nent local personalities designed and dressed 
teddy bears in their image. The event has 
grown to become the largest-annual fund- 
raiser for the organization, with attendees 
from around the nation. 

On March 11, Judy Shepard and mem- 
bers of the foundation will be at the Graves 
601 Hotel in Minneapolis for the second-an- 
nual Bear to Make a Difference on the Road. 
The highlight will be a silent auction of 50 
celebrity signed/inspired teddy bears from 
donors including Michael Bublé, James 
Earl Jones, Lady Gaga, Dolly Parton, Meryl 
Streep, and dozens more. Admission in- 


Congressman Tim Walz. 


cludes a signed copy of The Meaning of Mat- 
thew and an official 2011 Bear on the Road 
Minneapolis Teddy Bear. 

In addition, the foundation will present 
its Making a Difference Award to Minnesota 
First District Congressman Tim Walz, who 
voted in favor of the enacted Matthew Shep- 
ard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Preven- 
tion Act and the proposed Employment Non- 
Discrimination Act (ENDA). Sculpted by 
renowned artist Chris Navarro, it is given an- 
nually to “an individual who has shown a com- 
mitment to educating the greater community 
on diversity, respect, and human rights.” 

Walz stated, “Every violent crime is dev- 
astating to the victim and his or her family, 
regardless of whether the crime is random 


or motivated by some other reason. But hate 
crimes are committed against more than just 
those attacked—they are often intended to 
create anxiety and spread fear. This legis- 
lation starts to make sure that law enforce- 
ment officials have the resources they need 
to prosecute these despicable crimes. Every 
American deserves opportunity without fear 
of being discriminated against because of 
who they are.” 

Regarding the award, Walz remarked, 
“I am honored and humbled to be receiv- 
ing this award. Judy Shepard has literally 
inspired a generation of Americans to jus- 
tice, and I am proud to call her a friend. I 
am proud to strongly support civil rights for 
all Americans, and I believe the principle of 
tolerance our great nation was founded on 
is nonnegotiable. I will accept this award 
knowing that I share it with everyone who 
has been an advocate for justice, with any- 
one who has stood up for equality in large 
or small ways, and that we will not rest until 
every American is treated with the dignity 
and respect they deserve.” 

Judy Shepard pointed out, “This event in 
Minneapolis is just part of the work the foun- 
dation is doing. Anything that can raise aware- 


ness of the issues is positive, and to be a part 
of that is an honor. There has always been a 
special connection between the Twin Cities 
and the foundation and to us personally. We 
have family in the area, and have been here 
many times and have always felt welcome. I 
think Minnesota is a very important part of 
the movement to advance equality for the gay, 
lesbian, and transgender communities.” 
Shepard shared some thoughts with Lav- 
ender. 
e On the “It Gets Better” movement: “Any- 
thing that raises awareness about a shared 
experience is good—especially if the out- 
come is positive.” 
* On changes in attitudes toward gay youth in 
the 12 years since Matthew Shepard’s death: 
“Tt seems that the younger generations have 
been exposed to LGBT stories all their lives— 
that only leads to more understanding. Prog- 
ress is being made in urgency and priority, but 
getting widespread cooperation is difficult.” 
e On continued growth of antigay feelings 
and activities in the far religious right: “No. 
I don’t think it is growing—in fact, I’m see- 
ing a shift in focus from some of these or- 
ganizations, particularly among the younger 
congregants.” 


THE MEANING OF 


Matthew 


My Son’s Murder in Laramie, 


and a World Transformed 


JUDY SHEPARD 


* On the possibilities for change: “There is 
always hope. A personal epiphany is always a 
great game-changer.” E.B. BOATNER 


Bear to Make a Difference on the Road 
Mar. 11 

6 PM e Reception and Silent Auction 

8 PM • Program 

Graves 601 Hotel 

601 1st Ave. N., Mpls. 
www.matthewshepard.org 
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MOVIEGOING 
REDEFINED 


CUTTING-EDGE DIGITAL SIGHT & SOUND е RESERVED SEATING IN EVERY AUDITORIUM 
NO PRE-SHOW ADVERTISING * EXPERIENCE LOBBY LOUNGE, FOR OUR GUESTS 214 


S Hi O W P' LA ЕЕ" 


ICON 


MINNEAPOLIS 


1625 West End Boulevard * The Shops at West End 
(612) 568.0375 * showplaceicon.com 


Register online only at 


showplaceicon.com and Ç 
pick up uour EXTRAS ? 
Card at the theotre from ; 
the guest services desk. 
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WHO WILL 
CREATE TOMORROW'S 
SOUNDTRACK? 


NOW OFFERING 
AUDIO PRODUCTION 


612.332.3361 
www.aim.aii.edu 


The Art Institutes International 
Minnesota” 


CREATE TOMORROW 


|) 


CULINARY 
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BIG GAY NEWS 


STUDY SHOWS HOMOPHOBIA IS 
BAD FOR YOUR HEALTH 


The Montreal Gazette reports that a new 
study from Montreal’s Concordia Universi- 
ty finds antigay bullying causes a hormonal 
disruption known to increase rates of sui- 
cide, memory loss, cardiovascular prob- 
lems, and bone-density depletion. Study 
author Michael Benibgui said, “This shows 
that homophobia is bad for your health.” It 
is the first to demonstrate a biological link 
between bullying and long-lasting physical 
and psychological problems. 


POLICE SAY MALE PROSTITUTE 
KILLED UGANDA GAY ACTIVIST 


According to Agence France-Presse 
(AFP), Uganda’s Chief of Police has told 
journalists that the murder of gay-rights 
activist David Kato was not a hate crime. In- 
stead, police stated that 22-year-old Enoch 
Nsubuga murdered Kato after he refused 
to pay Nsubuga as promised for sex. Police 
say Nsubuga, who was arrested, confessed 
to the crime. 


POLAND’S RULING PARTY 
REPRIMANDS LAWMAKER 


The Canadian Press reports that Po- 
land’s ruling party has reprimanded 
lawmaker Robert Wegrzyn for recent 
antigay remarks he made. He criticized 
the prospect of gay marriage, but said 
he'd “gladly watch” lesbians. He could be 
fined up to $350 for the statement. 


TRANSGENDER WOMAN TOLD 
TO DRESS MALE FOR JOB 


Tina Cook, a 54-year-old transgender 
woman in the United Kingdom, says a job 
counselor told her that she’d have a bet- 
ter chance of getting a job if she dressed 
like a man. She has been undergoing the 
gender-reassignment process since last 
year, after she lost her job as a construc- 
tion worker. A spokesman for the United 
Kingdom Department for Work and Pen- 
sions has responded to Cook’s complaint 
by stating, “Jobcentre Plus is committed 
to treating all individuals fairly and equal- 
ly. We are aware of this complaint, and 


are investigating.” WRITTEN & COMPILED BY 
BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


NEWS е BEHAVING BRADLEY 


Good and 
Pawlenty 


hen you think of former 

Minnesota Governors who 

find themselves in the me- 

dia spotlight for making con- 
troversial statements, it’s usually a certain 
longhaired former pro wrestler who comes 
to mind, Jesse Ventura. 

Since January, however, our most recent 
former Governor has usurped that honor 
handily. Tim Pawlenty, in his apparent bid 
for the Republican Party’s presidential nom- 
ination, has made headlines on more than 
one occasion already this year for state- 
ments that have raised the ire not only of his 
opponents, but also of many even within his 
own party. And the good gays and lesbians 
of this country again are paying the price for 
his political haymaking. 

In January, Pawlenty promised that, if 
elected President, he would reinstate the 
military’s ban on openly gay service mem- 
bers. Even though majorities of the Ameri- 
can people—as well as military service 
members and their families, military com- 
manders, and politicians from both politi- 
cal parties—supported lifting the ban, he 
knows better. Less than a month later, he 
doubled-down on that promise, pledging 
to rescind any funding necessary to imple- 
ment the repeal. 

Yes, that’s right. In the year 2011, a se- 
rious contender for the presidency of the 
United States from a mainstream political 
party wants to walk-back legislation extend- 
ing the country’s constitutional promise of 
equality to more of its citizens. His great vi- 
sion for the future of America is one where 
its citizens only are entitled to equality if 
they relinquish their dignity, and lie to their 
government, their peers, and their country. 

You'd be forgiven for wondering wheth- 
er Pawlenty has been drinking from the 
same cup of crazy punch as Congresswom- 
an Michele Bachmann. 

I don’t think so. You don’t have to dig 
deep to realize that, unlike Bachmann, 
Pawlenty is no conservative ideologue. He 
is simply an effective politician. By that, I 
mean your run-of-the-mill, finger-in-the- 


wind blowhard, willing to exploit people 
for his own political gain. 

This time around, Pawlenty apparently 
is clinging to the political formula that to 
succeed in the Republican presidential 
primary, he must align himself with the 
far-right social and religious conservative 
machinery of the party. Were he to win the 
nomination, much like every other suc- 
cessful presidential candidate, I imagine 
you'd start to see him moderate his beliefs 
to appeal to a broader electorate. 

I believe just that kind of cold-hearted 
calculation is fundamentally more danger- 
ous over the long term than the likes of 
Crazy Eyes Bachmann. I have a sneaking 
suspicion that unlike Pawlenty, she actual- 
ly believes the outlandish things she says. 
She stridently trumpets her gospel of crazy, 
regardless of the political consequences. 
She rarely shows any desire to moderate 
her own mania for strategic gain. 

Hence, Bachmann is only popular so 
long as her beliefs are popular. As attitudes 
and opinions evolve, she and her fellow Ne- 
anderthals are prone to extinction. 

Pawlenty, however, repeatedly has 
shown that ideology is a mere means to his 
own political end. In 1993, for example, he 
supported expanding Minnesota's Human 
Rights Act to cover sexual orientation and 
gender identity. During the 2002 Governor's 
race, he "regretted" his vote—to appease 
social conservatives in his party. That's but 
one of many times he has used Minnesota's 
GLBT community to grab votes. 

A politician willing to exploit his fellow citi- 
zens to get ahead may not be all that uncom- 
mon, but he's dangerous nonetheless. History 
is replete with political leaders scapegoating 
minority groups for short-term political pow- 
er. I only can hope that the very extremists 
within the party he's courting see through 
Pawlenty's thinly-veiled “strategery.” 

I honestly believe gay people would be 
served better if Republicans nominated 
Bachmann. Trying to watch her moderate 
her fanatical ramblings at least would make 
for great reality TV. BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


BACK WITH 
NEW SURPRISES! 


| 
| E^ z^ 
ж 
ж ж. 


ТІСКЕТ5 
5ТАКТ 


AT 530 


plus fees 
Prices subject to change 


ORDWAY 


Joy. Centerstage. 


MAR 29 - APR 3 
ordway.org | 651.224.4222 
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ARTS * ON THE TOWNSEND 


Ma Rainey's Black Bottom. Photo by Michal Daniel 


Ма Rainey’s Black Bottom * Through Mar. 6 e Guthrie Theater • 818 S. 2nd St., Mpls. 
e (612) 377-2224 e www.guthrietheater.org 
Cap off Black History Month with Jevetta Steele, who brings ferocity, raunchy vocals, 
and tyrannical force to the role of Gertrude “Ma” Rainey, “The Mother of the Blues.” She 
is a woman who never gave an inch, because hard knocks as a black performer taught 
her that in the 1920s, you had to be tough and territorial about your star power. In August 
Wilson’s 1982 play, she is at odds not only with white record producers, but also with 
Levee (James T. Alfred), a hotheaded black trumpeter who has the hots for her sexy as- 
sistant, Dussie Mae (a steamy Lerea Carter). Ma’s lesbianism never is discussed overtly, 
but emanates from Steele’s marvelous performance. Lou Bellamy directs this Penumbra/ 
Guthrie show with piercing intensity. 


Gaytino! 

Through Feb. 27 

Gremlin Theatre 

2400 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
(800) 838-3006 
www.teatrodelpueblo.com 


This one-person show, written 
and directed by Dan Guerrero, 
which premiered five years ago in 
LA, has been acclaimed by critics, 
and played to crowds in more than 
a dozen cities including Wash- 
ington, DC. Through music and 
words, he reflects on growing up 
gay and Chicano. Gaytino! relates 
his relationship with his musician 
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father, Eduardo “Lalo” Guerrero, 
as well as his experience as a 
Broadway talent agent. It plays as 
part of Teatro del Pueblo’s 10th 
Annual Political Theatre Festival: 
Latinos in Transition. Hispanic 
Magazine called Dan Guerrero 
“one of the most powerful Latinos 
in Hollywood.” 


MEAN 

Through Feb. 27 

Howard Conn Fine Arts Center 
1900 Nicollet Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 623-9080 
www.youthperformanceco.com 


Rita Cannon is right-up-to- 
the-minute with her new bullying 
drama. One of the play’s story 
lines focuses on a high school 
student named Nick (Shawn 
Chromey-Daniels). 

Cannon says, “Nick gets 
consistently bullied by a group 
of guys at school for being gay, 
despite the fact that he’s never 
said anything conclusive about his 
orientation one way or another. 
The guys who tease him have ap- 
parently decided he’s gay because 
he is shy, plays guitar, and doesn’t 
have a girlfriend. The teasing con- 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


The Balcony. Photo by Josh Cragun 


tinues to get worse over a period 
of months, until Nick finally gets 
into a physical fight with one of his 
tormentors, and gets suspended 
from school. This forces him to 
tell his mother [Stephanie Miller] 
what’s been going on, and the two 
of them struggle with what to do 
about the situation.” 


The Balcony 

Through Mar. 6 

nimbus Theatre 

1517 Central Ave. NE, Mpls. 
(612) 548-1380 
www.nimbustheatre.com 


Ironically, many assimilationist 
gays reject Jean Genet (1910-1986) 
because he presents a “nega- 
tive” gay image. Nonetheless, he 
looms as an utterly world-class 
titan of literature. For GLBT folks 
in the mid-20th-Century, he was 
a beloved rebel who subverted 
unexamined sexual morality. Ex- 
istentialist writer Jean-Paul Sartre 
dubbed him “Saint Genet.” 

Josh Cragun directs the Genet 
classic The Balcony that equates 
society’s hierarchy with that of a 
brothel. In our day of Wall Street 
high rollers paying hundreds of 
thousands for hookers (see the 
searing new documentaries Client 
9 and Oscar-nominated Inside 
Job), it seems a timely choice for 
revival. 

Cragun observes, “Genet was a 
writer who wrote so provocatively, 
so firmly about his identity as a 
gay man that when The Bal- 
cony was written in the 1950s, his 
work had already been banned 
wholesale in the United States. 
Growing up as an orphan in one 
of France’s most conservative 
provinces, he found himself on 
the outside of society, eventually 
becoming a thief, prostitute, and 
wanderer, observing society ə- 


Introducing the new two-person Medica Encore™ 
a health plan for you and the one you choose. 


To find a health plan that’s right for you, call us at 1-866-313-5589. 
Or get a quote online at medica.com/allaboutyou 


Personalize. Empower. Improve. 


The union of recycled metals to 

fair trade gemstones brings the 

high ideals of socially conscious 
jewelry to our work. 


All pieces are hand made by 

our expert jewelers and are 

constructed using reclaimed 

and re-refined gold, platinum, 
and palladium. 


Designer jewelry that is 
powerful and rare. 
Hip but not trendy 

Sophisticated yet friendly 

Luxury without pretense 


(612) 789-2656 


18 University Ave NE 
Minneapolis MN 55413 


BELVEDERE 


BLOODY MARY 


PRESENTS 


LIES 


Ди йй GUESTS 


HEATHER McDONALD 
JOSH WOLF 
BRAD WOLLACK 


SAT. JUNE Дінін 


E BY PHONE: 800-745-3000 . 


subject to change without notice 
bject to applicable fees, 


7 BOX OFFICE • С 


BUY 
AVAILABLE TICKETS LIvennrion. 
MAY 10TH |= 


Full Financial & Legal 
planning for the 
GLBT community. 


The Harbor Group, Inc. 


An Independent Financial and Legal Firm 
200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 
North Oaks, MN 55127 


651-633-5611 
www.harborgroupcommunity.com 


Securities offered through Harbour Investments, Inc. 
Member FINRA/SIPC 
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DA 
SS Minnesota Orchestra 


ye 


SATMAR 5 8PM ` 


N 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTR : ` 
SUN MAR 6 2PM 
= ' 


Orchestra Hall | 612.371.5656 | minnesotaorchestra.org 


Sponsored by: bank. ADELTA ДП?) StarTribune 


Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra Presents 


SUNDIN MUSIC HALL, HAMLINE UNIVERSITY 

1536 HEWITT AVENUE, SAINT PAUL 

In this survey of works inspired by dance, the MPO will 
cover a multitude of different cultures, countries, and 
time periods. 


$18 adult 
$12 student/senior 
$5 child 


SAVE $2 by buying tickets in advance. 


М 
b A 
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ARTS * ON THE TOWNSEND 


Bill W. and Dr. Bob. 
Photo Courtesy of Lauren B. Photography 


from afar, and eventually becoming one 

of France's greatest writers, harnessing a 
prophetic voice. Genet's fascination with 
male hierarchies—the church, the military, 
the courts—and his unabashed willingness 
to discuss sexuality in open terms are woven 
throughout the show." 


Bill W. and Dr. Bob 
Through Mar. 6 

Illusion Theater 

528 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 339-4944 
www.illusiontheater.org 


Stephen Bergman and Janet Surrey’s 
play is about how Dr. Bob Smith (Terry 
Hempleman) and Bill Wilson (Phillip Callan) 
founded Alcoholics Anonymous. But it also 
portrays their wives, who made an equally- 
historic contribution. 

Actress Carolyn Pool shares, “I play 
Lois Wilson, who, with Anne Smith [Beth 
Gilleland], essentially started Al-Anon, the 
support group for families of alcoholics. Lois 
became a true figurehead in the AA move- 
ment for her constant, if somewhat challeng- 
ing, devotion to her husband, and his work 
to beat his own dependency and his work to 
help others. This play is not just the story 
of two men and their struggles, and the 
struggles of their families, but of the millions 
of people affected by addiction.” 


Supportive 
Counseling. 


Affirming 
Clinicians! 

PRISM is an outpatient 
mental health clinic 
serving the GLBTQA 
(Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Questioning, 
and Ally) community. 


Specialties: sexual compulsivity, 
body image issues, trauma, 

adolescent coming out, recovery 
issues, grief and loss, and more. 


Psychiatry services 
now available! 


Call: 952-353-5931 to set 
up an appointment. 


Location: PRISM is located in 
the Uptown area of Minneapolis 
at 2110 Lyndale Avenue South. 


Some insurance accepted. 
Call for details. 


PRISM is an affiliate program of PRIDE Institute. 


-à PRISM 


e safety issues/struggles 
e internet 
e community. 


Starting March 1st for 6 weeks 
Tuesday evenings 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

No charge. 


Reserve a spot today. 


www.himprogram.org ` 612.348.9100 


HIM Program of the Red Door 
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HairUnlour.com 


- THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Facebook.com/HairBroadway 
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ARTS * THE PAGE BOY 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


Living Beyond Rainbows • David Marty °: iUniverse > $29.95 

This memoir by local author David Marty offers a candid view of the life 
of a gay boy, the fourth of six siblings raised іп a Missouri Synod Lutheran 
home. It makes abundantly clear the fortitude and persistence needed 
for a gay man to establish himself both in the community and in his own 
eyes. He’s a second-generation chiropractor who has a healing instinct for 
working with people with AIDS and elderly patients. Marty uses his long- 
standing friendship and professional relationship with Esther, in her 90s 
when we meet her, as a spiritual thread to knit together his narrative. Hav- 
ing outlived two husbands and many caretakers, she is able to provide a 
strong role model for acceptance and self-esteem, to help teach her young 
gay friend that life is indeed a gift to be cherished. Marty, who has worked 
in his chosen profession for more than 30 years, currently lives with his 


partner of 23 years—and their dogs—in Minneapolis. 


Scandinavian Classic Baking • Pat 
Sinclair • Pelican Publishing Co. ° 
$16.95 

Swedish Limpa, Norwegian Julecake...Chocolate 
Butter Logs, Finnish Browned Butter Teaspoon 
Cookies...Triple Berry Crumble, Swedish Pep- 
parkakor, Norwegian Lefse, Swedish Spritz—right 
away, you know you're in for some heavenly treats. 
Doesn't the very word “Sandbakkels” make you 
want to reach for the platter? Local award-winning 
cookbook author Pat Sinclair here offers 40 lus- 
cious recipes that showcase the cakes, breads, 
cookies, tarts, fruit desserts, and pastries of 
Northern Europe. Sidebars accompanying each 
recipe offer rich, illustrated morsels of Scandina- 
vian photographs, travel information, and cooking 
tips—“how to fold,” “how to beat egg whites," 
“pâté a choux"—to entertain and instruct while 
heating up the oven. Minnesota photographer Joel 
Butkowski's mouthwatering recipe photographs 
make the reader eager to fire up the oven, and get 
started. Sinclair's first book, Baking Basics and Be- 
yond, received the Cordon d'Or Gold Ribbon from 
the Academy of Culinary Arts. 


тутт 
STRIP ARTISTS 


TALKING ANIMALS: 
ишш ИНН CARTED STS I 


- 


Superheroes, Strip Artists, & Talk- 
ing Animals: Minnesota's Contem- 
porary Cartoonists “ Britt Aamodt 
* Minnesota Historical Society 
Press . $29.95 

Would you have guessed that 23 Minnesota 
cartoonists were plying their work among us? 
Aamodt has winkled them out, and coaxed them to 
talk about their work, which encompasses comics, 
graphic novels, editorial cartoons, minicomics, 

and the expanding field of web comics. She has 
included bios of the chosen artists with informative 
information on how they came to be cartoonists: 
ur-prodigy Christopher Jones of Dx Blink: Super- 
hero had a published strip at 10. Most, like Doug 
Mahnke, stress the importance of discipline and 
hard work. Others include Kirk Anderson, Gordon 
Purcell, Britteny Sabo, and Barbara Schulz. Aamodt 
deals here specifically with contemporary artists, 
but old-timers can't forget that Wally Wood, the 
great EC/Mad Magazine artist, was born in Minne- 
sota, and that even the incomparable Carl Barks of 
Donald Duck fame did time in Minneapolis in 1931 
on the Calgary Eye-Opener. 


Ul nventional 
> eu 
"ЖЕ Uit 


An Unconventional Life - Jonathan 
Clift • Lulu * $11.51 

Clift uses an interesting voice for his main char- 
acter, John, a young gay man coming of age in 
pre-AIDS 1960s Britain. John narrates his story in a 
direct, forthright, in-the-present manner that lends 
a certain freshness and naiveté to his voice. Loosely 
based on the author's own life, the story starts with 
teenager John attracted to, then seduced by, his 
friend, Mark. John, who always has assumed he will 
be married by the time he is 25, believes their affair 
is just a youthful crush. However, when Mark and 
he are parted, and John enters the Royal Air Force, 
he realizes that he is gay. He recounts his first gay 
sexual encounter there, including a real love for an 
officer named Joe who is sent away to a foreign post 
as punishment. John is reunited with, then loses, 
Mark, and finds, then loses, another. In the end, 
John reaches a plateau of self-acceptance and inner 
peace. The sequel is A Smoldering Flame. Wi 
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LAVENDERS 


SOU I 


teli MOVIES 


Featuring the critically acclaimed 


CHILDREN 


NOW AT OUR NEW HOME 


ShowPlace ICON Theatre А 
ShowPlace ICON features NEW Premium Package 
e Convenient location just off Highways 100 and 394 $20 per seat 


e Excellent handicap access 

e FREE covered parking attached to theatre 

e Restaurant with full bar located within theatre 
e Stadium seating 

e Digital sound and projection 


e Leather couch seating for 2 

* Opportunity to bring mixed 
drinks or beer in theatre 

* Opportunity to order off 
restaurant menu and bring 


3 š = food іп theatre 


Reserve Admission: Still just $10 per seat 


Ticket sales benefit: EZ bY 


Ticket stubs redeemable for special offers from local restaurants and bars • Gift bags for everyone 


Tickets are available for purchase at Wilde Roast Café, or order tickets online at 
LavenderMagazine.com/outatthemovies 


$H CO N WILDE ROAST R M It пи 
4% CAFE ni a VUJOVICH 2 releasing ` T 


Sponsored by: 


Toast Wine Bar & Cafe 

Tempt. Taste. Toast. Beautiful location 
in the Warehouse District. Happy Hour 
5-6 PM, Tuesday-Sunday. 

415 N. 1st St., Mpls. 

(612) 333-4305 


Brass Rail 
Completely remodeled elegant 
lounge featuring male dancers 
five nights a week, Wednesday- 
Sunday. 

422 Hennepin. Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 332-RAIL (7245) 
www.thebrassraillounge.com 


A. 


9s 5, 


Gay 90's 
Upper Midwest's Largest Gay 
Entertainment Complex. Serving 
reasonably priced menu in main 
bar Wednesday-Sunday. 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

15th St | (612) 333-7755 

| www.gay90s.com 


www.toastwinebarandcafe.com Larpenteur 
Honey 
ы Na Small plates, cocktails, and all 
that jazz! Live music nightly in a 
/ funky lounge atmosphere. 


205 E. Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 746-0306 
www.gingerhop.com 


Non Da 
@ 
= / 


Score/Tickles 

Full-Service Menu. Happy Hour. 
Sports on 11 Flat-Panel TVs. Pool, 
Darts. Live Piano Music. 

420 S. 4th St., Mpls. 

(612) 354-3846 
www.scorempls.com 
www.ticklesbar.com 


Loring Kitchen & Bar 


Franklin 


A neighborhood kitchen with des- 
tination appeal featuring contem- 
porary cuisine in a comfortable, 
inviting atmosphere. 

1359 Willow St., Mpls. 

(612) 843-0400 
www.loringkitchen.com 


Lake Street 


19 Bar 

Shoot pool or play darts at your 
neighborhood bar—the oldest GLBT 
establishment in the Twin Cities. 

19 W. 15th St., Mpls. 

(612) 871-5553 


Minnehaha Ave. 


Coale's 
Areanna Coale, proprietor. 


University Ave. 


An eclectic enigma filled with 
a" joy and happiness. Everyone 
welcome! 

719 N. Dale St., St. Paul 


(651) 487-5829 


Selby Ave. 


Snelling Ave. 


Grand Ave. 


Dale| Street 


Town House 

Fun neighborhood bar with a great 
mix of men and women. Karaoke. 
Drag shows. 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
(651) 646-7087 
www.townhousebar.com 
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BARTENDER SPOTLIGHT 


Recipe: Tahiti Punch 

1 oz. Bacardi Dragon Berry 

1 oz. Bacardi Torched Cherry 
1/2 oz. Bacardi Silver 

Fill half with pineapple juice 
and half with orange juice 
Dash of Grenadine 


WHEN 

Wed. * 10 PM-2 AM 
Thu. * 8 PM-2 AM 
Fri. e 2-8 PM 


WHERE 

Town House 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
(651) 646-7087 
www.townhousebar.com 


WHY 

‘Wednesday: The Original Cheapie 
Night. Thursday: Pumps and Pearls 
Drag Revue; free pool and darts. 
Friday: Happy Hour—all you can 
drink Miller Lite & MGD $9 4-9 

PM, complimentary food, bingo 
benefiting The Aliveness Project.” 


Photo by George Holdgrafer 


^. serving food k 
5 Late Night Food F » 


ауз. 
(510 | Domestics Э: ЕТЕ 
el^ à &$5 о /Gover 
гай Fah 
Tuesdays k Ts Drag 


| Wed-Su АШ 
v7 2 FaFemme 


faos Э Hennepin AV | MPLS, MN 55401 • GAYSOS.COM 
М 7 GIA 


* SHOWCASE 


COALE'S 


February 13 


Cheapie Nights First & Last Frid 


= 
= 


му 


à m \ . . ° 
Your Friendly Bar Welcoming Everyone Serving Our GLBT Community For 41 Years 
Bar Bingo with Progressive Jackpot ° Every Friday ° 6 PM | Benefits The Aliveness Project • #B-04988 • Site Location(004 
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BAR * 


Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


TICKLES HAS NEW SIBLING: 
SCORE IS GAY SPORTS BAR 


ver the past two years, Tickles 
owner Roy Caples and manager 
Joel Janssen constantly have 
transformed their establish- 
ment. It opened in a smaller space in North- 
east Minneapolis on November 14, 2008, but 
moved to larger quarters in Downtown Min- 
neapolis on December 31, 2009. In its newest 
incarnation, since early February, it is two 
bars under one roof: Score and Tickles. 
Caples says, “We have always empha- 
sized the sports concept. We now have Tick- 
les piano lounge and Score sports bar, with 
11 large-screen TVs and sports team spon- 
sorships, plus a full-service menu, wines, 
spirits, and beers to choose from." 
As Caples explains, “We have moved the 
piano lounge into the front area of the bar, 


with windows that look outside, while main- 
taining the sports theme in the main bar. 
Along with this, we have an expanded room 
with pool tables, games, and dart boards." 

Since it debuted, Tickles has provided 
firstrate live entertainment, which contin- 
ues, according to Caples: “We have enter- 
tainment in the Tickles lounge on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday. Thursday features 
the Tickles Cast Party, with people coming 
from throughout the Minneapolis theatrical 
community. Hosted by Whitney Rhodes, it's 
open to all guests, singing along with Tick- 
les piano player Joey Clark. Friday and Sat- 
urday will showcase live entertainment that 
includes the likes of Mia Dorr, Gary Collins, 
Jimmy Martin, and others." 

Tickles has built a reputation for excel- 


lent food, and Caples shares, *We are add- 
ing new items to our menu, and will have 
new specials." 

In addition, Caples points out, “We pro- 
vide a great space for meetings, birthdays, 
and anniversaries." 

The dual bar is open Monday-Friday, 4 
PM-2 AM, and Saturday-Sunday, 10 AM-2 AM. 

Regarding Score and Tickles, as Caples 
puts it, ^We continue to evolve to meet the 
tastes and needs ofthe customers we serve." 
GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


Score/Tickles 

420 S. Ath St., Mpls. 
(612) 354-3846 
www.scorempls.com 
www.ticklesbar.com 
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А ЖҮП 


С. Tue. Мах 8 - 


MONDAY Board Games 
TUESDAY Glee e 'Tini Tuesday 
WEDNESDAY Karaoke e Open Mic 
THURSDAY Mlen's Night 
FRIDAY DJ Dancing 
SATURDAY DJ Dancing 
SUNDAY Soul Food Brunch 10 AM-2 PM 
Full Breakfast Menu Also Available \ 


KnightRider Stallioners Drag King Show 
Sat., Feb. 26 & Sat., Mar. 12 


Cole's ж Gir 


NOON-7 PM DAILY » nepin Areanna Coale, Proprietor ° Plenty of Free Parking 
$2.75 | 812 332 RAIL (7245) Open Mon.-Sat. 3 PM-2 AM “ Sun. 10 AM-2 AM 

Rail Drinks * Domestic Bottles A: www.brassraillounge.com Serving Full Menu Opening to LATE Mon.-Sun. 

Pints of Miller Lite & Grain Beit Premium «Ё facebook.com/brassrailmpis 719 N. Dale St. à Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul ° (651) 487-5829 


LAVENDEF's 


FEBRUARY 


BAR SALUTE 


aN o 
Cy A 
wa 


Empress Ball 


Dis-Funk-Shun: A Disco Party Show 
Hosted by Empress XIX, Roxie Hart 


Saturday, February 26 * 5-9 PM 


Benefits Rural AIDS Action Network (RAAN) 
Suggested Donation $10 


бау 90's Retro Bar • 408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
www.impcourtmn.com 


5425 Excelsior Blvd. St. Louis Park e 952.929.1351 e www.hoigaards.com 
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BAR CALENDAR 


For club addresses, phone numbers, and 
websites, see “Out on the Town Advertiser Guide” 
on page 40. For events not at bars, see <Laven 
derMagazine.com/calendar>. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26 


Imperial Court of Minnesota 

Empress Ball 

Benefits Rural AIDS Action Network (RAAN) 
5 PM. Gay 90's. 

Elegance 

9 PM. Town House. 

KnightRider Stallioners 

Drag Hing Show 

Coale's 


SATURDAY, MARCH 5 


Lip Service 
9 PM. Town House. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 11 


YOLO 
9 PM. Town House. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 12 


TNT Show 
9 PM. Town House. 


KnightRider Stallioners 
Drag Hing Show 
Coale's 


<ARISTOS 


Greek Restaurant 9 Catering Service 


e 
5 
2 


‘ Minneapolis - (612) 871-2111 
St. Paul - (651) 224-6000 
Minnetonka - (612) 912-1000 


WWW.CHRISTOS.COM 


420 South 4th Street 


w 


ГЕРИ И 


the sweet spot 


Small plates, cocktails and 
all that jazz! 


1 SY ! 


205 East Hennepin Avenue e Minneapolis, MN 55414 
www.honeympls.com % 612-746-0306 


612.354.3846 


scorempis.com 


ENJOY OUR HEATED PATIO 


SMOKING PERMITTED 


fl OW15thSts{Minneapolisk<(6;112)}8/71:5553) 


Proudiy, Our, Community) Since952 
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LOUNGE 


PSYCHO 
SUZIS 
MOTOR 


Offers Superb Food Along With Great Drinks and Fun Ambience 


s a rule, Twin Cities foodies aren't fixated on fine dining. Restauranteurs, do not come 
here looking for hordes of jacket-and-tie enthusiasts, reservation elitists, or followers of the 
Michelin star, but rather to find down-to-earth foodies who revel in excellent local produce, 
inventiveness, and a little something else. We have a very refined, cultivated appreciation 
for the weird. Say hello to the kings of camp and the masters of kitschy kitchen. 

Some of our favorite hot spots look like they were plucked directly from a David 
Lynch film. One is Nye’s Polonaise Room, obviously, but if strange organist karaoke / 
polka isn’t your thing, then Donnie Dirk’s Zombie Den has bartender uniforms featur- 


ing faux blood-smeared aprons. Just like Nye’s and Donnie Dirk’s, on any given weekend, the motorcycle punk/ 
tropical-themed Psycho Suzi’s Motor Lounge will be packed. The old location only allowed the place to fly its freaky 
tiki flag so high, but at the new digs, it’s game on. From the enormous indoor water feature and “faux wood plank” 


carpeting to the superhappy fun-themed bars 
upstairs and its darksider staff, the establish- 
ment brings a thoroughly bizarre take on 
the tropics. 

If you ask me, it actually works pretty 
well together. Just close your eyes, and think 
of World War II Hawaii—tattooed, battle- 
hardened servicemen, smack-dab in the 


Bar Area. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


middle of the government’s sanctioned red 
light district—and voila: Psycho Suzi’s. 

We started with a couple of rum slushes, 
such as the Psycho Zombie ($8.95)—a rum 
and coke with a very heavy hit of lime, served 
in an olive green tiki cup. We also split the 
Aku Rum ($8.95), which balances out its 
heavy citrus with guava and “various rums,” 


and is served in a rather chipper-looking Eas- 
ter Island head glass. The tiki cups are yours 
to take home for an additional $5. Slushes 
only have been on the menu since Psycho 
Suzi’s relocated, so if you haven’t tried one, 
make sure to proceed with caution—they go 
down supereasy, and make you feel like a 
small-town prom queen. => 
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CUISINE * OFF THE EATEN PATH 


Suzi's Burger. 


The drink menu is extensive here, and 
worth throwing a little caution to the wind. 
For example, we also really dug the Miser- 
able Bastard ($8.95). One of the nonslush 
drinks, it’s named for its limey bite and 
dark rum base—and, of course, served in 
a grumpy-looking tiki mug. However, if 
you're really brave—or just having a really 
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bad day—you could spring for a large drink 
($11), or a very, very large drink meant to be 
shared ($19). If you're bringing a date, you 
might want to brush up on your oral mara- 
schino-stem acrobatics. After a few slushes, 
this skill can become important. 

To soak it up, we eagerly scanned the 
food menu. Knowing so many people come 


Chicken Gremlins 


here solely for the drinks and the ambience, 
I wasn't expecting the food to be as much ofa 
feature, but I was so pleasantly surprised. 
We first sampled appetizers. Dry Rub 
Wings ($8.45) are fragrant, with Island- 
inspired spices and just a touch of brown 
sugar, fried to a crisp that is neither greasy 
nor wanting. Fried Asparagus ($6.95), beer- 
battered and deep-fried, is served with Srira- 
cha-mayo sauce that was so good, I swear it 
made me tipsier than the cocktails. 
Emboldened, we ordered Paradise City 
Pizza ($15.75-$23.95). I have to admit, it’s 
nothing I ever would have ordered for my- 
self. Canadian bacon often tastes a little 
tinny and hollow on pizza for my taste, but 
at Psycho Suzi’s, it is mitigated with a spicy 
tomato sauce base and rum-soaked => 


Comfort Food and World Cuisine together, under one roof. 


i у Not a member? 
Oil and vinegar to tap, taste and treasure Not a problem. @ 
ғ — E. - L S Everyone © 


neighbors own 
2 for 1 1/2 


Welcome, CA О 
15,000 of your l 8-10 
the Wedge. Come , 


and see why. 


x aw 
5006 Xerxes Ave. S. Mpls 
(612) 922-9192 We can ship your order! 

info@vinaigrettemn.com 
www.vinaigrettemn.com 
Olive Oils Scents & Lotions by Olivella 


TOAST | ue 
| Wine bar f calo Ë | F- 
| HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM (4 ) j | 

| 1/2 PRICE BOTTLES / 

| 28% OFF GLASSES ; i TUM RUP THA 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
ы. 


LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
^ 
S ` 


| Early and Late Night Happy Hour Takeout Available Gift Certificates Available 
1221 W. Lake Street 612-824-1378 _www.tumrupthoi.com 


Hennepin & West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Happy Hour Mon-Sun 3-5:30 & 8-C 
| WEIBELIVERTS 
,,Kindee Thai Restaurant: 
vum 719 2nd St. South 
4^ Minneapolis, MN 55401 
= == (612) 465-8303 
| www.kindeethairestaurant.com 


< 


< C 

| | 
È £ A D (©) д 9, % 3 
ты 


NATURALLY IT'S BETTER 


vegetarians, vegans, carnivores, gluten free, picky eaters 
We have something for everybody seven days a week 


= 2 


Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 
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CUISINE * OFF THE EATEN PATH 


One of the popular tiki drinks. 


raisins to add just a little earthiness. We or- 
dered the thin-crust version, and I enjoyed 
the not-too-hard, not-too-soft crust. If you 
want to fold your slice of pizza, you certainly 
could, but it also balances on your fingers 
without either slumping into your lap or cut- 
ting the inside of your cheek. 

The Suzi Burger ($9.75) is a package of 
beefy splendor, topped with caramelized 
onion, provolone cheese, and red pepper 
mayo. It comes with those ambrosial tuber- 
ific wonders known to us mere mortals as 
tater tots. Best of all, underneath all that, 
you still can taste the meat on the burger, 
which was cooked to that perfect “best-of- 
both-worlds” medium. All in all, this burger 
walks the fine line between casual diner 
fare and upscale gourmet, without losing its 
sense of nostalgia and play. 

If you have any room left, S'mores Platter 


Dining area. 


($12.95) is the perfect ending to an already- 
surreal experience. Pieces of candy bar, pea- 
nut butter cups, marshmallows, and graham 
crackers are served pu pu platter—style, 
meant to share. It takes a little longer to 
cook the marshmallow over that little flame 
if you’re prissy about it, but no matter your 
style, it's totally worth it for the messy, sticky 
delight that follows. 


So come, Twin Cities, for the drinks and 
the ambience if that's what will get you in to 
Psycho Suzi's. But please, my queer dears, 
stay for the food. HEIDI FELLNER 


Psycho Suzi's Motor Lounge 
1900 Marshall St. NE, Mpls. 
(612) 788-9069 
www.psychosuzis.com 


Melissa Houghtaling 


è 
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fi HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, Р.А. 


= 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, 
Probate, Business, Civil Litigation, 
Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, 
Administrative Law, and Real Estate. 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Раш • (651) 330-8508 


22 www.heltzerhoughtaling.com 


You're gonna 
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THE BLACK 
GUARD 
BLACK 
FROST RUN | 


February 4-6 
Minneapolis 


Photos Courtesy of The Black Guard | 


WEDNESDAYS 

© 3 Jameson all 
day, every 
Wednesday 


(Оламу IMI INDIGIANE 


Comelhavejfuntand! SUpport yor 
localimusiciat Eugen Most 


CAST YOUR OWN VOTE 10 WN immo L: 


EE MI Шы? E ШҮ dbi 278 


В ИЕ ел orghe dui 210017 СА 


DO Jesh ТҮҮР NN 55102 66M 200 


LEISURE * NORTHLAND NOTES 


North Country Bears Hosts 
Fur Flee: Fourever 


— 
FOURENS 


ollowing on successful events the past three years, A weekend Flee Collar package includes the following: Bar Night, 
North Country Bears is hosting Fur Flee: Fourever March 3, The Main Club, 1217 Tower Avenue, Superior; Bar Night, 
in the Twin Ports of Duluth, Minnesota, and Superior, March 4, The Flame, 1612 Tower Avenue, Superior; Poolside Party 
Wisconsin, March 3-6. featuring DJ Michael Carrera from San Diego, March 5, Barkers Is- 
Organizers have reserved the entire Barkers Island — land Inn; discounts at the Duluth Sauna, 18 North First Avenue East, 
Inn, 300 Marina Drive, Superior—but if it is booked to capacity, an Duluth; and more. 
overflow hotel is available. For more information, visit <www.northcountrybears.com>. ш 
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BOBYLON ІІ 


February 5 
The Main Club 
Superior, Wisconsin 


Photos by George Holdgrafer 
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LEISURE * THROUGH THESE EYES 


HOW TO 
BREATHE SWEETLY 


Sunday sounds like my mom yelling at 
my brother. It sounds like women gossiping 
and crackles in a frying pan. 

It’s my grandfather telling rhymes and tall 
tales of times gone by. It’s my friends playing, 
the porch swing squeaking, football commen- 
tators on TV. It’s the smell of fried chicken 
and collard greens. It’s the scent of my grand- 
mother’s moisturizer. It’s 50¢ coins and $2 
bills. It’s new crayons and construction paper, 
fresh-cut grass, and wind in my face. 

It's finding just the right sweetness in all 
the right places. It's knowing that we haven't 
got much, but we've got all we need. It's lov- 
ing hard, laughing loud, and remembering 
the best in who we are. 

My clothes came from Kmart as a child. 
My haircuts were done at Fantastic Sam's. 
Our groceries came from a mom-and-pop 
shop where the gossip flowed as fast as Mrs. 
Jenkins's denial about her husband's affair. 

We never went hungry. I had plenty of 
toys. Mom had her dresses. Grandma and 
Grandpa played their poker. We never want- 
ed more than just what we had. 

Sundays after church were spent with 
family around fried chicken and collard 
greens, sweet tea, and lemon meringue pie. I 
prized this ritual even then—and now, I long 
for just one more story around that table, for 
just one more swing on the porch. 

We all sigh when we hear our elders talk 
about treasures in their pasts. Our legs fall 
asleep listening to long-winded recounts of 
days when the world was a little bit nicer— 
when everything was so much easier. 

We listen anyway, though, because that's 
how we were brought up—and as soon as we 
see a way out, off we run into the seclusion 


of our Facebook profiles and smart phones. 

Isn't it interesting, then, to feel the way 
we do about our own histories? The past be- 
comes more and more attractive the farther 
we get from it. 

Things change fast. 

I was told that Га make something of my- 
self one day. My family told me that there was 
more to have in life than what I grew up with. 
One day, they told me, I'd chase my imagina- 
tion into a world I only could dream of. 

'Today, my fortunes seem bigger. I buy 
my clothes where I want to. I get my hair cut 
at extravagant salons. I always eat out. And I 
spend a ridiculous amount on entertainment. 

Yes, the money is better than it was as 
a kid playing Store with my grandmother's 
groceries, but it's not quite as nice as it was 
wrapped up in Grandma's arms in her rock- 
ing chair, flipping through photo albums, 
and asking silly questions. 

Things change. My grandmother's house 
is now bereft of our family. The young ones 
in the Sunday crowd went on to start their 
own families, and pursue big-shot careers. 
'They slowly trickled away after our matri- 


arch passed on. 

We now have only these heartbreaking 
yet wonderful memories of how things were. 
We have dulled pictures that prep us for our 
own stories to our children one day—of days 
that were easier, less-pretentious. 

By no means was my childhood free of 
tragedy. Like you, I've experienced horrors 
I am grateful to have overcome. My family 
was there, though—to make me laugh, to 
make me forget, to show me the truth about 
what was important. They toughened me up, 
and propelled me into who I've become. 

I'm 24, and I can't help but think about 
what comes next. Will I one day look to my 
20s, and feel the nostalgia I do for my child- 
hood? Will I think, *Gosh, I miss that cold, 
not-even-close-to-homey Uptown apartment?" 

As soon as I begin to worry, I’m remind- 
ed of the very thing that made me happy as 
a child, that talent only the ones we love can 
impart to us: to find just the right sweetness 
in all the right places. 

Will I miss me now? Will you miss you? 
Maybe. The great thing about it, though, is 
that we're still us—we always will be—and 
if we take life one porch swing at a time, 
maybe, just maybe, our memories won't 
just be treasures in our pasts, but treasures 
as we make them. 

Let's go off together, then, you and me. 
Let's slow down for just a second, and think 
about where we are, instead of where we're 
headed. Let's keep our eye on the prize—our 
hearts on the present—and when we're faced 
with times we wish would just disappear, our 
minds on the notion that things get better. 

Live loud. Laugh hard. Love deep. But 
always, always breathe sweetly. JUSTIN JONES 
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Haven't 
filed SEUI 
‘taxes | 

in a few ` 
years? | 


/ N j 
Mike Simon can help you catch ир. , 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 610-820-7177 f 612-822-2163 


mikes@RORTax.com | RORTax.com 


Lee Roehl • Lee Zurek • Dick Miller 
Mike Cassidy - Mike Simon 


Supporting 
undiscovered 
bands one 
rent check 


at a time. 


чуч 16721948 


M fj^ ЫЧ 


Online at 
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WOMYN 
UNLIMITED 
MINNESOTA 
GALA 


February 12 
Ramada 

Mall of America 
Bloomington 


Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING BEAUTY & RELAXATION 


HOME SERVICES 


SERVICES 


spalon 


Business & Personal Tax Service 


Linda Muhlenhardt, CPA 


3953 W. 143rd St., Savage, MN 55378 


25, 
www.eclecticspalon.com 


(952) 895-0211 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 


www.Immoepa.net 


jillSilvernale 


Accounting Services 
Taxes e Payroll e Accounting 


Home Business Opportunity 
Couple earning 6 figure income looking for 
business partners to build successful 
home-based businesses in the 
health/wellness and green markets. 


b & —T— 
Trust us. Worth a 20 minute look. 


612-297-8118 


WWW.COOGAN.MYSHAKLEE.COM 


John Silvernale 
612-280-5463 


info@silvernaleaccounting.com 


www.silvernaleaccounting.com 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


AUTOMOTIVE 


The Harbor Group, Inc. 


Independent Financial and Begal Firm 
200 Village Center Drive, 700 
North Oaks, МІМ 55127 
651-633-5611 


HACEN $ 2222 


Family owned and 
operated for over 
60 years! 


Full service for all makes and models 
Free Estimates 
Insurance Approved 
www.hagensautobody.com 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, MPLS 
(612) 872-6671 


BARBERS 


* Auto & Home Insurance 
* Business Insurance 


* Financial Services 
mustto 
Kelly H. Clark 200 
(612) 729-1509 THE HARTFORD 
HamiltonClarkGroup.com 


Barbers 4 
n ó 


о 


ryant 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


Get Hard.... 
et-Real-Fitness 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Audie: 612.203.1880 


{не уои get ROCK HARD! 
Invest = A Personalized Training Routine 
today and get the body you deserve. 

Free Consultation: 952-486-3344 
www.Get-Real-Fitness.com 


ы ч p 


transformations 


NO DEMOLITION | ONE DAY INSTALLATION 
*STAIN *HEAT *SCRATCH * BACTERIA RESISTANT 


Call for a FREE-in home design consultation & estimate 
Visit our showroom at 575 Shoreview Park Road, Shoreview 


651-777-7600 
www.granitetransformations.com 


Mrd Handyman 


On time. Done right? 


Put Mr. Handyman to work for you! 
М Drywall Repairs 

f Tile/Grout 

E Door Install/Adjust 

(f Caulk/Grout 

If Deck Repair/Clean/Stain 
М Repair, Improve, Maintain! 
Locally Owned and Operated 


PROFESSIONAL, SAFE AND RELIABLE 
LIC# 20633898 - BONDED & INSURED 


612-547-7000 


www.mrhandyman.com 


OS 


SC 


RESTORATION ° RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE * DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECARENIN.COM 


TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Celebrating 10 years 
of great remodeling projects 
Kitchen - Bath - Additions - Design - Remodel 


CONSTRUCTION 


Timothy Ferraro, 


Certified Remodeler ` 


MN Lic 20225441 


952-926-0164 


bluestemconstruction.com 
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CALENDAR 


FEBRUARY-MARCH 


Thursday, February 


Nest. Table Salt Productions presents 
Nest, a world-premiere play by Rachael 
Brogan Flanery, directed by Rebecca Rizz- 
io (Theater Unbound). Featuring a stellar 
cast of local talent, it gives the audience 
a voyeuristic peek into Katherine and her 
mother’s attempts at building a relation- 
ship before it’s too late. Look for drama; 
laughs; lasagna; and, of course, Christ- 
mas in July. Through Mar. 12. Lowry Lab 
Theater, 350 St. Peter St., St. Paul. <www. 
tablesaltproductions.com>. 


Monday, February 


Paula Poundstone. Photo by Michael Schwartz 


Paula Poundstone. Appearing onstage 
with a stool, a microphone, and a can of 
Diet Pepsi, Paula Poundstone is famous for 


her razor-sharp wit and spontaneity. It’s 
impossible to attend a Paula Poundstone 
performance without marveling at her 
ability to interact spontaneously with audi- 
ence members, who leave her live shows 
often leave complaining that their cheeks 
hurt from laughter. 7:30 PM. Guthrie The- 
ater, Wurtele Thrust Stage, 818 S. 2nd St., 
Mpls. (612) 377-2224. <www.guthriethe 
ater.org>. 


Tuesday, March 


HAIR. With a score including such ground- 
breaking numbers as “Let The Sun Shine 
In,” “Aquarius,” “Hair,” and “Good Morning 
Starshine,” HAIR depicts the birth of a cul- 
tural movement in the 1960s and 1970s that 
changed America forever. The musical fol- 
lows a group of hopeful, free-spirited young 
people who advocate a lifestyle of pacifism 
and free love in a society riddled with in- 
tolerance and brutality during the Vietnam 
War. Through Mar. 6. Orpheum Theatre, 
910 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. (612) 373-5665. 
<www.hennepintheatretrust.org>. 


ONGOING 


Agnes Under the Big Top. Mixed Blood 
Theatre presents the world premiere of 
Agnes Under the Big Top, Aditi Brennan 
Kapil's funny and powerful new work that 
imagines the intersecting lives of immi- 
grants in today's America. She also directs 
this magical adventure. Under the figura- 
tive Big Top, and propelled by the rhythms 
of a subway train, five newcomers find and 
redefine themselves in their new land: Ag- 
nes, a Liberian homecare worker employed 
by bedridden Ella; an itinerant transit bus- 
ker; a Bulgarian ringmaster and his wife; 
and an Indian call-center escapee. Com- 
bining a gray subterranean world with mu- 
sic, clowning, and unexpected junctions, 
this play follows the characters’ journeys, 
as they search for beauty amid the chaos 
of migration. Through Mar. 6. Mixed Blood 
Theatre, 1501 S. 4th St., Mpls. (612) 338- 
6131. <www.mixedbloodtheatre.com>. 


The Balcony. nimbus christens its new 
permanent home with a production of Jean 
Genet's The Balcony, considered one of the 
colorful and controversial French drama- 


tist's masterworks. It’s set in an exclusive 
brothel at the center of a revolution that 
threatens the established regime. As the 
situation outside becomes more volatile, a 
plan is formulated to reestablish the status 
quo using the trappings of authority from 
the brothel's studios. The patrons’ fanta- 
sies are fulfilled as they appear in public, 
posing as the figures of authority, while the 
revolution threatens to overwhelm them. 
Through Mar. 6. nimbus, 1517 Central Ave. 
NE, Ste. 300, Mpls. (612) 548-1379. <www. 
nimbustheatre.com>. 


Bill W. & Dr. Bob. This play is a remark- 
able and humorous story set around the 
lives—and, more importantly, the friend- 
ship of—Bill Wilson (Phillip Callan) and 
Dr. Bob Smith (Terry Hempleman). Bill, a 
down-and-out stockbroker, and Bob, a sur- 
geon from Ohio, were both alcoholics who, 
through a surprising series of events, met, 
and formed the world-changing friendship 
responsible for the creation of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. A universal story of the dan- 
gers of isolation, and the healing powers of 
good connections, the play returns with its 
original cast for its second run at Illusion 
Theater. Through Mar. 13. Illusion Theater, 
528 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. (612) 339-4944. 
<www.illusiontheater.org>. 


Doubt, A Parable. Can you get at the truth 
when it is so colored by our lenses of expe- 
rience? Ten Thousand Things explores this 
central question with Doubt, A Parable, in 
which Peter Rothstein guest-directs Sally 
Wingert and Kris Nelson in this fiery battle 
between a nun and a priest over the sus- 
picion of sexual abuse of a child. Through 
Mar 6. Open Book, 1011 Washington Ave. 
S., Mpls. <www.tenthousandthings.org>. 


Leave. Urban Samurai Productions pres- 
ents world premiere of Leave. Focusing on 
the emotional fallout from the US military's 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy barring gay and 
lesbian personnel from serving their coun- 
try openly, the play straddles this time of 
before and after the recent repeal of the 
policy, and the lingering effects of enforced 
secrecy and lies on relationships both old 
and new. It follows a young Marine serving 
during wartime, his civilian husband back 
home, and the people in their lives who 
must help them deal with the emotional 
strain of hiding their relationship. Through 
Feb. 26. Sabes Jewish Community Center, 
4330 Cedar Lake Rd. S., Mpls. <www.ur 
bansamurai.org> or <www.sabesjcc.org>. 


Ring Round the Moon. Theatre in the 
Round Players presents the classic ro- 
mantic farce Ring Round the Moon by Jean 
Anouilh (translated by Christopher Fry). A 
grand ball is the setting for an enchanted 
evening of innocent young lovers, mis- 
taken identities, scheming sophisticates, 
and identical twin brothers. It is French 
playwright Anouilh's most-produced work 


к 


Ring Round the Moon. 
Photo Copyright Act One, Too, Ltd. 


in this country, a fairy-tale atmosphere 
with a smart satirical bite, funny and ut- 
terly charming. Leah Cooper directs a 
cast of 12, including Nicholas Leeman as 
twin brothers Hugo and Frederick, Maggie 
Bearmon Pistner as Madame Desmortes, 
Rachel Weber as Diana, and Lindsay Marcy 
as Isabelle. Sets are designed by Andrea 
Heilman and Kate Elise, costumes by Sar- 
ah French, and lighting by Peter Mitchell. 
Through Mar. 6. Theatre in the Round, 245 
Cedar Ave., Mpls. (612) 333-3010. <www. 
TheatreintheRound.org>. 


Shirley Valentine. At the age of 42, Shir- 
ley Valentine’s marriage and life are in a 
rut. Her world is one of kitchens, cooking, 
and faded dreams. She longs to “drink a 
glass of wine in the country where grapes 
are grown,” so when a friend invites her 
on holiday to Greece, she packs her bag 
without a second thought, ditching the 
drudgery of housework in hopes of adven- 
ture and love. Bain Boehlke directs Cheryl 
Willis, who hails from Liverpool, England, 
in the title role. This award-winning, one- 
woman show is a witty, heartfelt comedy 
about breaking free, living life, and start- 
ing over. Thorough Mar. 20. Jungle Theater, 
2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 822-7063. 
<www.jungletheater.com>. 


Vampire Lesbians of Sodom. Continuing 
its tradition of presenting the works of 
playwright Charles Busch, Brazen Theatre 
Company stages the long-running New 
York hit about a pair of vampiresses who 
meet in ancient Sodom, and continue their 
bloodsucking rivalry through 2,000 years, 
from the old days of Sodom to the silent 
movie era of Hollywood to contemporary 
Las Vegas. Through Feb. 26. Lowry Lab 
Theatre, 350 St. Peter St., St. Paul. <www. 
brazentheatre.org>. 


For additional calendar events, visit <www. 
LavenderMagazine.com>. 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


Expert hardwood floor sanding & refinishing, 
installation, water/pet damage & recoating 


Angies list 


612.290.1533 Aware 
www.earisfloorsanding.com 


ODERLII N 


І 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

| 
JZESINCE 1914 | 

BD 642-721-4080 io | 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR ' 

1 

Serving the entire Twin Cities Area ! 
Emergency Service Available ! 
WWW.SODERLIN.COM | 
3612 Cedar Avenue South Minneapolis MN 55407 | 
| Licensed, Bonded & Insured__ LICENSE #M1764#M359 ! 


MN L 
Hours 


M,T,TH,F 9am - брт 
Wednesday 9am - 8pm 


Po 
Saturday 10am - 3pm 
ast e Sunday Closed 
> A E 


yuya 
Building & Remodeling 


- Free Kitchen & Bath Design 
- Monthly Education Classes - Check Website 

- Staffed Design: Selection Studios at: 

1) 2600 Johnson St. NE 2) 362 Snelling Ave. S 
Mpls, MN 55418 St. Paul, MN 55105 


Remodeling Flooring Design Services Kitchen & Bath Handyman Services 


FAST PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE 


us Ryans Tree Care 


Tree i * Tree Removal • Storm Damage Service 
Lot Cleaning e Dutch Elm Disease and 
Oak Wilt Control/Removal тт с> 
ме Pricing 612.363.1942 
952.303.5500 
www.RyansTreeCare.com 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small • Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 


Chris 612.275.2117 


612-205-5618 


ө carpentry & remodeling 
ө painting & repairs 
e other home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


win Heating and Air 


I it Masters in Gas, Refrigeration, and Warm Air 


FREE In-Home Estimates 


Minneapolis 612-366-1934 
St. Paul 612-366-9712 4 
Surrounding Areas 763-757-4678 


Servicing the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 
twincityheatingandair.com 


TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 
“We'll go OUT on a limb for you.” 


Serving the Metro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 


ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding * Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
24 yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Tim Wagner 
952-935-1141 


tim.wagner.ssn5@statefarm.com 


An exceptional community 

deserves exceptional service. 
Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 

1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 


Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


f 4 NSURANC 
AS 
ESSE р 


FARMERS 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina AL Ваа 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


Nokomis Pet Clinic 
The Neighborhood Pet Clinic 


2917 East 42nd Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 


Phone:612-767-4546 


NOKOMÎS 


PET 


CLINIC 


Amos Deinard, DVM 


www.NokomisPetClinic.com 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY 


REAL ESTATE 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Mindful Intentional Living 


Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 
Most Insurance Accepted 
Visa/Mastercard Accepted 
Lake Pointe Centre 


3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 


612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


Licensed Psychologist * 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


он 


Иол. 3/77 4 


Therapy Center © 


2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Lisa M. Chase, PhD, LICSW 


651-278-5370 


Stillwater 
Minneapolis 


Psychotherapist 


Lisa Chase Site: Psychology Today 


Thomas P. Carrillo PH.D., PA. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Individual & Couples Therapy 
400 S. 4th St. #854, Minneapolis 612.288.5000 
1600 University Ave. W., #505, St. Paul 651.645.0980 


Evening appointments, most major insurance accepted, and major credit cards accepted. 


REAL ESTATE 


David Calfee 
612-327-6759 


dicalfee@cbburnet.com 
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First Time? 
T'll Be Gentle. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist” 


MAVRIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Marilyn Experience, Serious Results. 
612-644-0451 


MarilynFarinella.com 


ЕСЕН BURNET A 


ТТ! | Р, 


LT ness V 


È. SCOTT HAUBRICH 
612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


BIG 


GAY 
NEWS 


Your News. Your Way 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


4 great ways to get your 
BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


T 


Log on BigGay News.com 


т 


Download daily podcast 
from iTunes 


Е 


Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


Sign up at BigGayNews.com 
for a daily email of the 
latest headlines 


GLBT NEWS PODCAST. BIGGAYNEWS.COM 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACCOUNTING & 


BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 


Northeast Tax & Accounting - Personal 
& Business Tax Preparation Payroll & 
Bookkeeping Services Since 1994. (612) 
558-6197, www.netaxaccounting.com. 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION 


get lazed. Laser Hair Removal in Uptown. 
Upfront pricing. Book online. Evening & 
weekends available. Non-metered parking. 
www.GetLazedMN.com. (612) 627-9999. 
hairy(agetlazedmn.com. 2920 Bryant Ave 
South. 


EMPL! ENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Are you passionate 
about advertising? 
Do you have a track 
record of success? 


Work as a 
print and/or online 
Advertising Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media, lea 
in GLBT marketing 
and events. 


You should possess 
strong sales skills, 
be self-motivated, 

energetic, goal-oriented, 
organized, responsible, 
and able to work 

as part of a team. 


Make your dream a reality. 


Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


No phone calls please. 


COTTAGE HOUSE » An Occasional Market 
e Next sale: HOME & CABIN! MARCH 17, 
18, 19, 20 Winter hours: 10am-ópm. % 
4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


Excellent Painting. Highest-quality painting 
service. Authentic, friendly, professional. 
Twenty-five years experience. Licensed. 
Insured. Absolute satisfaction guaranteed! 
Twin Cities Metro, (612) 605-3536, 
www.Excellent-Painting.com. 


Elite Carpeting of Minnesota - Owner 
operated with a personal touch, experience 
to back it up and yet competitive prices. 
Flexible hours, free quotes and in-home 
shopping. Insured. (320) 336-9713 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules. _ tliddellcleaning(dyahoo.com. 
Call Terry: (612) 834-4887. 


PHOTOGRAPHERS 


Rogue Photography has a unique vision and 
is passionate about her photography. Call 
Ann for your family portraits, weddings, 
senior pics, pets, and real estate listings. 
(612) 308-1488. www.roguephotography. 
com. 


L.A.L. PHOTOGRAPHY - A photo shoot 
of your РЕТ(5) in your home! Please 
view my portfolio and contact info at 
www.lalphotography.blogspot.com. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


Are you in crisis, feeling depressed or 
struggling with life? Do you need to talk 
to a mental health professional now? Call 
Tris Casciaro, MA LPC, 1-866-864-8924. 
Accepts Visa/MC/AmEx/Discover. 


OWEN KONECNIK, MA, MSW, LICSW, 
Psychotherapist: Individua and 
couples counseling. Confidential, non- 
judgmental, affirming. Credit cards 
accepted. Free phone consultation. Lake 
& Lyndale location. (612) 558-6094. www. 
counselorminneapolis.com. 


IRENE GREENE, MSEd, Psychotherapist: 
24 years experience. Individual, Couples 
Counseling, Mediation. Life changes, 
relationship, gender, sexuality, parenting, 
anger, anxiety, depression. Coming Out, 
Sexual Abuse, DID Groups. Sliding fee. 
Professional, nonjudgmental, confidential. 
(612) 874-6442. irenegreene@earthlink. 
net. 


ROSS AALGAARD, MDiv, MSW, LGSW. 
Transforming mind & spirit. Individual, 
couples, family, group therapy at 1200 
Marquette Ave, Minneapolis. Contact (612) 
332-7743 x285, raalgaard(awpc-mpls.org. 
Visit: www.westminstercounseling.org. 


1000 Old Long Lake Road, Orono 
2 Acre Setting Near Wayzata! 


SPA SERVICES 


THE SPA by PetertGlaser(dyahoo.com. 
2736 Hennepin, UPTOWN. 612.986.4929 
Catering to the Beauty Rituals for all Men 
and Women. Handcrafted Natural Facials. 
Body and Brazilian Waxing and Trimming. 
Manicures. Pedicures. Massage. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots of 
TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 days. 
Gene: (612) 749-7726. Thanks! 


GOT ME? I'll do your body good. Swedish, 
Deep Tissue, Shiatsu & Thai. California 
trained and certified. Call anytime. Kurt: 
(612) 338-3329. 


BORING...BORING...BORING !!! Sick of 
boring, mediocre sessions? This time... 
get unbelievably pampered and have lots 
of fun with a hot, talented masseur! These 
sessions are very unique, extremely 
erotic, totally uninhibited, and smokin" 
hot!!! Call for details (no pressure to hire] 
- you're gonna love this! Kevin, (612) 229- 
0001. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (a (612) 306-6323. 


Treat yourself to a complete relaxation. 
Trained by the Aveda Institute. Over five 
years in practice. Emanual Tekle, CMT (612) 
396-8912, www.MassageFitnessMpls.com. 


FULL BODY DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE. Relax 
& Unwind from Head to Toe. Private S. Mpls 
Studio. Music, Candles, Jacuzzi, Full Bath. 
In/Out Calls. 7 days. 10am - 10pm. (612) 
388-8993. Keith. 


STRESSED? TIRED? - Try Reiki Healing 
Energy. Release headache, cold symptoms. 
Enhance focus and clarity of mind. Restore 
energy balance. $25 first session. (952) 988- 
9916. Irene, Certified Reiki Practitioner. 


R & R STUDIO. A rub above the rest. 
Offering Therapeutic Massage. SPECIAL: 
$60/hour or $75/1.5 hour In/Out by 
appointment only. Convenient downtown 
location. Free parking. Ryan, (952) 261- 
4944. athleticbulldog2004(ayahoo.com. 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour Massage 
$60.00. Shower Available. (612) 219-6743. 
7 days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. Therapist: 
5710, 167%, 32 waist. 


Quality construction & 
unsurpassed amenities 
meet European inspiration. 
Gourmet kitchen, 2 home 
offices, theatre, in-home 
fitness, private owners 
retreat, elevator, wine cellar, 
gated entrance - superior 
in every way with seasonal 
views over Long Lake. 


$1,985,000 


MAGAZINE.COM 


To reserve 
your space 
in the 
CLASSIFIEDS 
please 
contact 


Suzanne Farrell 
(612) 436-4699 


Suzanne@lavendermagazine.com 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Community Connection brings vis- 
ibility to local GLBT-friendly non-profit 
organizations. To reserve your list- 
ing in Community Connection, call 
612-436-4698 or email advertising® 
lavendermagazine.com. 


E 
AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living with 
HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food Shelf and 
Supportive Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door Services 
Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., Ath Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HlMprogram.org 
www.StopSyphMN.com 

МУЛШ PO! org) su o 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide referral 
service to connect with HIV information and 
resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health Treatment 
Program for Adults Living with HIV/AIDS. 
710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human History. 
Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
"Let us entertain you!” 

Zeitgeist Arts Building 

222 E. Superior St. 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-9100 Café 

(218) 722-7300 Cinema 

(218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


EDUCATION 


Minnesota Online High School 

Small statewide, public online high school 
open to any Minnesota resident in grades 9 
through 12. 

1313 5th St. SE, Ste. 300 

Minneapolis, MN 

(800) 764-8166 


www.mnohs.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 

Healthy Me. Healthy Community. Serving 
men, women and families. Fitness locations 
in Downtown, Midtown, Uptown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0501 

www.ywcampls.org 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 


GLBTCALLITQUITS.COM 
If you're ready to quit smoking, 
we're here to support you. 


(866) 434-9736 


Rainbow Health Initiative 

Working to improve the health of LGBTQ 
Minnesotans through education, clinical 
practice, outreach, and advocacy. RHI is 
the lead agency for the MN Tobacco-ree 
Lavender Communities. 

611-A West Lake Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(877) 499-7744 
www.rainbowhealth.org 

www.mntlc.org 


Sexual Health Empowerment (S.H.E.) 
Clinic 

Uninsured? Underinsured? Sexual health 
services for female-bodied, queer-identified 
individuals provided on a sliding fee scale. 
33 South 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 332-2311 
www.midwesthealthcenter.org 


HISTORICAL 


Minnesota History Center 

History comes to life with permanent and 
changing exhibits, concerts, lectures, family 
days and other special events. Featuring 
Cafe Minnesota, museum shops and the 
Minnesota Historical Society Library. 

345 Kellogg Blvd W. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 259-3000 


www.minnesotahistorycenter.org 


Historic Fort Snelling 

Experience life at a U.S. outpost on the bluffs 
of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers. 

200 Tower Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(612) 726-1171 

www.historicfortsnelling.org 


James J. Hill House 

Marvel at the 19th-century opulence and 
grandeur of Summit Avenue's most stately 
mansion. 

240 Summit Ave 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 297-2555 
www.mnhs.org/hillhouse 


Minnesota State Capitol 

Discover the architectural masterpiece by 
Cass Gilbert and the home of Minnesota’s 
state government. 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 296-2881 
www.mnhs.org/statecapitol 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 

Check out our online catalogue. 

1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 

www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the award-winning student-run 
radio station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 

The Science Museum is the Upper Midwest's 
must-see, must-do museum. 

20 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 221-2547 

http://www.smm.org/tut 


Mill City Museum 

Raw power, dramatic views and hands-on 
un propels you through this architecturally 
stunning riverfront landmark. 

704 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 341-7555 


www.millcitymuseum.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a leading 
venue for the presentation of the art of our 
time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State and Pantages Theatres 
Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 673-0404 
www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals that illuminate the broad 
American experience, 

celebrating local legends, rock 

icons, and everyday people. 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing artists 
and new work while sparking conversation 
about challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing contemporary 
and classic works in an intimate setting in the 
lynlake neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human Experience” - 

New and Rarely-Seen Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America’s 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 371-5656 (800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents innovative, 
high quality orchestral performances. 
P.O. Box 6116 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 656-5676 

www.mnphil.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating performing 
arts and educational 

programs that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds through 
exceptional talent and masterful stories. 
20 West Seventh PI. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art of musical 
theater under the artistic direction of Peter 
Rohstein. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

America's most exciting opera company - 
tickets start at just $20. 

620 N. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 342-9550 


www.mnoperd.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 

Adoption, rescue, outreach, training, 
boarding. Buffalo, Coon Rapids, Golden 
Valley, St. Paul and Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 

Advocates for all GLBT Americans, mobilizes 
grassroots action, invests strategically to elect 
fair-minded individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suing the 
State for marriage equality. We welcome 
your support. 

P. О. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin Republicans 
Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area of 
public policy, anti-violence, education and 
training, and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


BACKTALK * DATELAND 


Riding the Rails: 
A Love Story 


It’s Day 3 of my train trip from Chicago to 
San Francisco. I am covered in a fine layer of 
slime that is the result of spending 60 hours in 
Amtrak’s “deluxe” sleeper cabin. I’m not sure 
what dictionary the railroad used to define 
“deluxe,” but I suspect it was one written in a 
third-world country that considers cholera an 
acceptable risk factor in modern travel. 

It’s Midnight, and I’ve been jolted awake 
by one of the sudden, mysterious stops that 
have put us 12 hours behind schedule. I 
climb over the netting designed to keep rid- 
ers from falling out of their bunks, and make 
my way to my private bathroom. It’s a small, 
stainless steel room, like the type used to 
hose down inmates in an insane asylum. 

I climb back into my bunk, and giggle. 
I’m filthy and hungry, trapped on a train in 
the middle of nowhere, with no idea of when 
or if I ever will arrive at my destination. And 
I couldn’t be happier. 

I never have been camping, and refuse to 
stay in anything less than a four-star hotel. I 
love good food, good wine, and good compa- 
ny. Yet, in spite of all this, I also love Amtrak. 

Once you board the train, time stands 
still. You are trapped for days with a weird 
collection of fellow travelers, bound by bad 


food, erratic scheduling, insouciant porters, 
and public-health threats. Like strangers 
marooned on a deserted island, you have no 
choice but to form allegiances, and figure 
out a way to survive together. 

The typical Amtrak population can be 
broken down into four categories: 

(1) The Amish 

(2) Recently released convicts 

(3) Senior citizens 

(4) Socially-conservative Republicans 

I gravitate to the Amish and convicts. 

I absolutely am fascinated by the Amish, 
but, then, who isn’t? They want nothing 
to do with me, which only makes me love 
them more. 

On this trip, I was smitten with an Amish 
woman I often found huddled in the corner 
of the observation car, hording snack food. 
She ate it compulsively, stuffing chips into 
her mouth while staring blankly out the win- 
dow. When she finally ran out of snacks, I 
slowly pushed a bag of Fritos across the ta- 
ble, in the same way you would try to lure a 
suspicious squirrel with a chestnut. As soon 
as I turned my head, she snatched the bag, 
and scurried away. 

The convicts, who are lots of fun, can be 


found in the bar car at all hours. Amtrak, they 
tell me, isn’t all that different from prison: 
same food; same long, pointless hours; same 
soulless martinets (they call them “screws”; 
I call them “porters”) who use their limited 
power to make our lives miserable. 

We are supposed to reach California 
sometime tomorrow. This evening, when I 
asked an engineer what time we'd arrive, he 
said, “Your guess is as good as mine. What’s 
your hurry, anyway?” 

Just as I was about to get on my high 
horse, and lecture him about what an im- 
portant person I am, I caught sight of myself 
in the mirror behind the bar. My hair was 
greasy, and sticking out at odd angles; I was 
dressed in a ratty T-shirt, holding a beer; and 
behind me, my new jailbird friend, Rusty, 
was shuffling cards, waiting for me to return 
to our gin game. 

No one on this train knows me, or ex- 
pects anything of me. No cell phone service. 
No Internet. For this brief, glorious respite, 
I am unreachable. Where in this world can 
you make that claim these days? 

I ease into my club chair, and pick up my 
cards, saying, "You're right. I’m in no hurry 
at all.” E.B. BOATNER 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


Clip! Clip! 


Today is International Circumcision Day. 


To claim for a bad graft. 


por RODRO 


EN DIAS como 
£L DE ni ^a " 
LIGROSO MOS- 
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| HACER 


ріс, 


On days like these, it's dangerous to let 
your tail be seen, even just to pee. 


LavenderMagazine.com | 61 


E] 
COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride celebration 
seeks sponsors, volunteers, and board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

The radically inclusive GLBTQ community 
of faith. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing congregation committed 
to inclusion, justice, peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With Hennepin's 
Faith Community Through Worship, 
Education, Fellowship, Service, and More. 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, The 

A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
gational United Church of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

(I-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 
www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. Progressive 
Christianity, Traditional Setting & Service, 
Social Action, The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith journey... 
St. Mark’s Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
with Wingspan Ministr 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach of 
St. Paul-Reformation Church to the GLBTQA 
Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 
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United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Wesley Church 

Offering hope and encouragement to all 
people. An embracing congregation. Greg 
Renstrom, Minister. 

101 E. Grant St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Office: (612) 871-3585 

Pastor: (612) 886-2863 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as Generous 
and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RESIDENTIAL & RENTALS: 
Old Town in Town Co-op. 

1 to 3 bdrms from $650-$1,225. www. 
oldtownintown.org (612) 209-2045 Ask 
about Move In Specials! 


RETIREMENT 


The Kenwood Retirement Community 
Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living and 
Short Term apartment rentals. 

825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SEXUAL HEALTH 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual health 
service to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Community Shares of Minnesota 
Community Shares of Minnesota raises 
funds and awareness for local organizations 
fighting for justice 

and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 

St.Paul, MN 

(651) 647-0440 

changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
(TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STUDENT/CAMPUS/ALUMNI 
University of Minnesota GLBTA 
Programs Office 

Dedicated to improving campus climate by 
developing and supporting more inclusive 
understandings of gender and sexuality. 
46 Appleby Hall 

128 Pleasant St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-0537 

www.glbta.umn.edu 


TRAVEL 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
www.doorcounty.com 


Winneshiek County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau / Discover Decorah 
Refresh, rejuvenate, rekindle....whatever 
R&R you're up for, the Decorah area is the 
ultimate heaven 

507 West Water Street 

Decorah, IA 52101 

(800) 463-4692 


www.visitdecorah.com 


ZOOS 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 animals 
to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


Www.mnzoo.org 


Community Connection Event 


— 


Minnesota Orchestra 


2 WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESI 


SATMAR 5 8PM 
SUN MAR 6 2PM 
1 


` 
ж 


VERTU 


StarTribune 


A DELTA 


' | 
Orchestra Hall | 612.371.5656 | minnesotaorchestra.org 
Sponsored by: (T3bank. 


BACKTALK * CONSIDER THE SOURCE 


n January 31, the East Bethel 

EconoLodge hosted the fourth- 

annual meeting of the Aimless 

Coalition. The organization had 
enjoyed a successful membership drive, in 
large measure due to embracing the former- 
ly goal-oriented. 

This was certain to create a schism in 
the ranks, since the arch-aimless (a faction 
that fought vigorously against room assign- 
ments) had long opposed including the “job 
and long pants" crowd. 

In recent months, I had become politi- 
cally active in the group, and was considered 
the new voice of the emerging center. Wary 
of aimless extremism, I supported selec- 
tive use of alarm clocks, but fought against 
the “Gohr-Martin Cancellation Act,” which 
would have given members the right to blow 
off any appointment and ban the use of all 
coherent reasoning. 

I arrived at the EconoLodge four hours 
late, well before many, but long after those 
who'd remained since last year's meeting. 
The reservations clerk greeted me as I ap- 
proached the front desk: “Good afternoon, 
madam. Are you here with the Aimless Co- 
alition, or are you just curious how we bolt 
our TVs to the Earth’s core?” 

I told the gentleman that I was indeed a 
member of the coalition, and asked if that 
entitled me to a discount. He asked if I was a 
member of its travel club, the first such club 


to offer trip-routing for one’s mind. I was not, 
having been dubious of the club’s value, and 
having favored its abolishment (in keeping 
with my long-standing libertarian views on 
roadside assistance). 

After determining that I'd have to pay the 
full “single occupancy, multiple deficiency” 
rate, he handed me the key to Room Num- 
ber 2—usually reserved for visiting dignitar- 
ies—and gave me a map to my room. As al- 
ways, this consisted of a semicircular arrow 
and the directive “around back.” 

On the way out of the lobby, I read the 
“Schedule of Events” for the coalition meeting: 


Noon—Opening Remarks 

1 PM—Speaker: Dr. Jonathan Hefler 

Topic: “Borrowing Money From 

Your Inner Child” 

2 PM—Abrasive Remarks to Passersby 

3 PM—Motivational Speaker: Gus Gill 

Topic: “Git Goin!!!" 

4 PM—Discussion 

Topic: “When Did You Duck Out 

of Previous Speech?” 

5 PM - Discussion 

Topic: “When Did You Duck Out 

of Mainstream America?” 

6 PM—Dinner 

Topic “Thoughts on Corn” 

7 PM—“Aces Hollywood” 

8 PM—Official Send-off to Those Depart- 
ing for the Twin Cities 


9 PM—Closing Remarks and Official 
Welcome to Those Returning 
from the Twin Cities 

I meandered to my room, and was imme- 
diately greeted by several fellow members, 
all of whom I hadn’t seen or heard from in 
the past year. This, of course, meant we were 
all doing something right. 

The first order of business was the tradi- 
tional hazing of new members. We'd received 
some bad press for what many perceived to 
be our barbaric rituals. But this was an act 
of bonding—something that would forever 
link us, especially during those moments of 
weakness when one ponders society at large, 
and tinkers with the idea of participation. 

The hazing consisted of having new 
members go out to the street; lie on the dou- 
ble yellow line; and, whenever a car passed, 
seethingly mutter a comment, mired in eter- 
nal mootness, as to why they’d never buy 
that particular vehicle. 

After a successful day of inducting new 
members, and retiring the pager number 
of a delusional day worker, we all agreed to 
meet again next year...around back. 

Oh, yes indeed, yet another aimless week- 
end to be proud of. I thrive with aimless. In fact, 
and consider the source here, I actually man- 
aged to create a college semester composed en- 
tirely of “independent study.” Aimless is a gift. 

Bye for now. 

Kiss, kiss. JULIE DAFYDD 
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BACKTALK * MS. BEHAVIOR? 


Just Wondering 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

How does a 56year-old single lesbian 
find new people and things to do after leav- 
ing a relationship of 21 years that narrowed 
the focus to family and work? 

I am in foreclosure, on unemployment, 
and barely selfemployed. It's not a pretty 
financial picture. 

Most days, I feel like it's an opportunity 
for change. Гуе started connecting with old 
friends. I’m spending quiet time, and eliminat- 
ing distraction. l'm working on a marketing 
business; writing; volunteering in English as 
a Second Language (ESL) tutoring; and help- 
ing a friend who administratively is assisting 
someone who builds schools in Sudan. 

Truly, my life has taken a turn toward 
what I hope is a good track. It has been an 
opportunity for growth. I finally may have 
figured out how to listen. 

Someone quoted Emerson today, so I 


googled him, and read some quotes. The 
one that made me laugh out loud: “Solitude 
is impractical, and yet society is fatal." 
Apparently, I need help finding people 
who appreciate my sense of humor. 
So, Ms. Behavior, what have you for me? 
Ilook forward to your wisdom. 
—JUST WONDERING 


Dear Just Wondering: 

It would be nice if a formula existed by 
which you could heal yourself, offer pithy 
quotes, and then be guaranteed to find a hot 
little woman to accompany you for the rest 
of your life. 

As your adviser during this fallow time, 
Ms. Behavior wants to make sure you know 
that, in fact, you are walking in exactly the 
right direction. The little unemployment 
problem is difficult, but you are addressing 
that issue through suitable action and net- 


working. You're taking care of yourself, too. 
You soon will find the same efforts that help 
you feel better also will strengthen your ap- 
peal to others. 

The big problem right now is that you 
don't recognize where you are. 

It's as if you have come home from a 
long hard day of manual labor, turned on the 
shower, and let your dirty clothes fall to the 
floor. The steam is filling the bathroom, and 
you are about to step in. You wouldn't want 
to miss the moment of cleansing—of feeling 
the warm water soak and purify your skin. 
Yet you are skipping ahead to the future, 
fearful about whether you ever will look 
fresh and moist again. You are anxious be- 
cause you are naked, but you are so on the 
verge of dewiness. 

So, just keep on keeping on, Missy. The 
drought is almost over. 
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| 
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GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


You can now find LAVENDER’ Magazine on the App Store. 
LAVENDER” Magazine works with iPad”. 


Ж TWO GAY COUPLES RAVE PHOTOS GALORE CAPTURE DINERS ARE 

— DD ner DES FA cas Gun Conference Е 

SS Wu REMODELNG БО Slprs 
С 


SPRING HOME Җ | 
E PATO .- ME 


ALL KINDS OF GUYS 


Be Meeting in Minutes 


Browse, Match & 
Reply FREE 


(612)-465-7255 


Use Free Code 5859, 18+ 


dp Y 224 www 


Want to WIN an easy 


$100? 


LAVENDER 


Help get a thousand more people 
to "Like' Lavender Magazine's 
Facebook page and one lucky 

'Like'-er will walk away $100 richer! 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My boyfriend, Matt, is a great guy. All my 
friends think he’s “the one.” 

The problem is that that Matt is sneaking 
around, and hooking up with someone else. I 
saw explicit text messages on his phone from 
another guy (who seems younger, and has a 
lower IQ). The texts Matt sent were equally 
explicit and shocking. 

I feel like I'm supposed to yell and scream, 
and break up with Matt—because we sup- 
posedly are committed. But strangely, once 
I get beyond the surprise, his cheating does 
not even bother me. 

My best friend, Jessie, said maybe I don’t 
care because I want to hook up with other 
people, too. The thing is, I don’t. 

I don’t want to redefine our relationship 
as “open,” but I lack the stomach to confront 
Matt, or even have a conversation about it. 

When I think of Matt getting some of his 


needs met by other people, I feel relieved. 
Maybe I won't be so disappointing if he’s not 
counting on me for everything. Jessie says 
that’s pathetic. 

Am I pathetic? Why don’t I care if my boy- 
friend fucks around? 

—BRIAN 


Dear Brian: 

Even if you truly don’t care about Matt’s 
infidelity, you may want to acknowledge the 
truth to each other openly. 

Remaining clear and honest increases 
the odds that your relationship will last. Of 
course, plenty of marriages are built on de- 
nial, and ignoring irksome details. It depends 
on what kind of relationship you and Matt 
want. 

Meanwhile, here are some possible expla- 
nations for your blasé reaction: 

(1) You just are not that into Matt. 


(2) You are spiritually evolved and/or too 
cool to care. 

(3) You’re clinically depressed, and caring 
feels like too much trouble. 

(4) The other man’s (Mr. Texter’s) low IQ 
makes you feel too secure to worry. 

(5) You are incapable of true love and 
commitment. If you were able to commit, 
you'd have chosen someone other than 
Matt—someone who really could “go there" 
with you. 

(6) You have low self-esteem, and feel 
that you are not worthy of devotion any- 
way—hence, your fear about seeming dis- 
appointing. 

(7) You are French. MERYL COHN 


© 2011 Meryl Cohn. Address questions and correspondence to 
<msbehaviorlaol.com>. She is the author of Do What | Say: Ms. 
Behavior's Guide to Gay and Lesbian Etiquette [Houghton Mif- 
flin). Signed copies are available directly from the author. 
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The National Conference = 
on LGBT Equality 


THANK YOU, 


Minneapolis, St. Paul 
and Minnesota friends 
and family! 


You dished up the Minnesota LGBT Nice. You showed us 
sexy in your city. You hosted, volunteered, and supported 
Creating Change 2011 in myriad and wonderful ways. We 
journeyed home knowing that Minnesota loves us better. 
You betcha! 


Justice and Freedom For All, 
The Staff and Board of Directors of the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 


‘Power 
(©) 28 SEXY National Gay and Lesbian > 
Task Force 
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